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TREASURER'S REPORT FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 1982 

Balance last year's report $3.085.90 

Recei ved duri n9 the year 

Dues from Membership Secretary 
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Mid-year Bulletin expense 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Another year coming to a close sees our small society in a reason
ably healthy state. We have gained some new members; but as seems in
evitable, some members have failed to rejoin, resulting in a small over
all gain. 

In these inflationary times, an increase in the annual subscription 
would have been necessary in order to keep solvent, but we have to 
thank the hard-working George Yingling investigating the requirements, 
and actually putting the wheels in motion, for our becoming a non-prof
it organization. This will result in a considerable saving on postage. 
In this matter, George has received help from John Grant, one of our 
members, and from the Cox Arboretum. We are indeed fortunate that the 
people at the Cox Arboretum have also shown much interest in propagat
ing and raising penstemons. Not only can they be raised under what may 
be optimum conditions, but plants can be flowered and displayed for 
public viewing. This could result in attracting new members. 

Many of the robins have been regrouped and appear to be moving well. 
The latest robin for members interested in photography is quite popular 
and it may need to be divided if the interest is maintained. 

It is to be hoped that members will participate in and contribute 
to the cutting exchange which Mark McDonough is introducing. 

If you are not in a robin and have ideas for the betterment of the 
APS, please write to the editor or to me. 

My sincere good wishes to all of you. 

Clifford Lewis 
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BULLETIN COVER 

The picture on the front cover is of a clump of yellow P. barbatus 
growing in a special bed at the University of Nebraska, North Platte Ex
periment Station. Dr. Dale Lindgren has been developing the yellow bar
batus, and this plant is one of a number of divisions that Dale has made 
of selected plants with which he is working. 

The original yellow-flowered plant was found by Gussie Schooley in 
July of 1965 who marked it for collection of seeds in the fall. In 1966 
she started the seed and one plant bloomed, a nice red. She more or 
less forgot the plant or gave up hope for a yellow, she says, but in the 
spring of 1967, she got two yellow-flowered plants. She also got sev
eral salmon pink. In the 1968 Bulletin she reported that she had four
teen third-generation plants. 

Gussie Schooley joined the American Penstemon Society in 1967 when 
she was trying to discover whether the yellow-flowered barbatus was 
truly rare. She learned that it was. She noted, however, that there 
was a specimen in the National Herbarium that had been collected in 
Chihuahua, Mexico 25 years earlier than her discovery. She noted that 
the yellOW-flowered plants had rather pale green stems as contrasted 
with the red-tinted, dark green of the typical barbatus plants. They 
did not seem to be as robust as the reds, all of which she dug and gave 
away in order to keep the yellow strain free of other pollen. 

She distributed seed to Glenn Viehmeyer and other members and seed 
have appeared in the seed exchange from time to time. The progress 
that Dale Lindgren is making is most encouraging and we can look forward 
to superior forms of the beautiful yellow-form P. barbatus. 

The penstemons on the back cover are of some of Dr. Henry Mar
shall's developments at Morden, Manitoba. The group was photographed 
in James Taylor's garden in Hutchinson, Kansas, in 1980. Dr. Marshall 
has retired and his work is being continued by Ms. Lynn Collicutt. A 
review of Dr. Marshall's accomplishments at the Agriculture Canada Re
search Station, Morden, Manitoba, is included in this issue. 
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EDITOR'S MESSAGE 

Included with this issue is another section of the Penstemon Field 
Identifier prepared by Kenneth and Ro~in Lodewick. Sections have been 
periodically included with the Bullet1n and those of you who do not 
have the full set may obtain them from the Lodewicks at a cost men
tioned on the first page. Preparation of th~ Identifier represen~s a 
tremendous effort on the part of Ken and Rob1n and we are deeply 1~-. 
deb ted to both of them for this fine work. They are presently rev1s1ng 
the Penstemon Nomenclature document to bring it up-to-date .. B?tanists 
have been revising the genus and the Nome~cl~ture ~ocument 1~ 1n.need 
of revision before being republished. Th1S 1S a t1me-consum1ng ~o~ and 

'the new Penstemon Nomenclature will be issued as soon as the reV1S1on 
can be completed. We hope it can be finished later this year. 

We call your attention to the Cutting Exchange Questionnair~ pre
pared by Mark McDonough and include~ with.this iss~e .. The ~utt1ng 
exchange is an exciting new innovat1on Wh1Ch Mark 1S d1rect1ng and 
warrents our wholehearted support. We are uncertain as.to how we ~an 
accommodate our members outside of the USA because of d1ffere~ces 1n 
requirements for handling such material in the various.count~les. 
There are rather precise rules that must be Tollowed w1~h Wh1Ch we are 
not yet fully familiar as it pertains to var10US countr1es. 

Roy Davidson, a contributing editor for the ARGS Bulletin, ha~ pro
vided us with a splendid article on the Dasa~t~eras •. We apprec~ate 
his learned contribution. Roy intends to part1c1pate 1n the cu~t1ng 
exchange and we can expect much interest in his penstemon mater1al. 

We are presently working on a revision of Studies in Penstemon #2, 
Subgenus Dasanthera for republication. As we have mentioned before, 
Ralph Bennett"s supply of Studies was deplet~d withou~ our knowledge 
prior to his death. This was a perso~al proJec~ of h1S and he handled 
the sale and distribution of the Stud1es from h1S h0'!1e. They are ou~
standing Studies of great value to all of us and we 1ntend to republ1sh 
all of them as soon as we can. 

IN MEMORIUM, AILEEN McWILLIAM 

Aileen McWilliam, Mena Arkansas, died June 29. 1982, a few months 
after undergoing surgery for a brain tumor: ~ntil shortl¥ before she 
became ill, she was Registrar of Named Var1et1~s and Hybr1ds for the 
American Penstemon Society. She was also Pres1dent of th~ Mena Nature 
Club. She became Registrar in 1967 when the APS was aPPo1nted an.In
ternational Registration Authority for penstemon by the Internat10nal 
Society for Horticultural Science. 

What a privilege it was to wander through the fields, meadows, and 
woods with her and share her fantastic knowledge of plant life. She 
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knew the common and botanical names of every tree, shrub, flower, weeJ, 
and grass in sight in a way that reflected her great love and apprecia
tion for nature and her readiness to share her knowledge with others in 
a gentle way. 

To understand her background and some of her contributions to the 
APS, the following are quotes from the 1966 December issue of the Bul
l eti n: 

"I am a high school teacher, biology and chemistry, and on occa
sions physics. In fact, I am the only science teacher in this small 
high school, so in a sense I am department head too. This has been my 
position for the past twenty years. I am a lifelong botanist, having 
been born and spent my life in the Ouachita Mountains with a consuming 
interest in the native plants of this richly endowed region. 

"In gardening my principal interest now is in a small wildflower 
garden, and the penstemons I grow are for scientific study for my sum
mer work in the genus as a National Science Foundation Research Partic
ipant at the University of Oklahoma Biological Station, though I have 
for some years had P. cobaea from the Ozarks. I now have P. cobaea 
from South Arkansas and from East-Central Oklahoma, P. oklahomensis 
from South-Central Oklahoma, P. tenuis from Central Arkansas~
arkansanus from my own surrounding area, which is the heart of the 
range. 

"I am worki ng on the Gracil es Subsecti on (now Pens temon Subsec
tion) in Oklahoma and Arkansas. As Dr. U. T. Waterfall says in his 
FZoY'a of Oklahoma 1962, 'This series needs further study.'" 

She received various grants and worked a number of summers examin
ing many herbarium collections and penstemons in the wild in establish
ing correct species identification. She published a number of techni
cal papers on her work, some of which have been included in recent 
issues of the Bulletin. 

She was a dear lady, well studied and accurate in her identifica
tions, and tenacious in her convictions. She seldom missed a Midwest 
Chapter meeting and always could be counted on for significant contri
butions to our knowledge. She was hostess for a number of Midwest 
Chapter meetings in Mena where the splendid Mena Nature Club always 
assisted. Her leadership in that Club will be sorely missed. 

Aileen McWilliam was a great asset to the American Penstemon 
Society and her many friends will always remember her with warmth and 
admiration. 
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ANNUAL MEETING, NORTHWEST CHAPTER, AMERICAN PENSTEMON SOCIETY 
Audrey Will i ams 

The annual meeting of the Northwest group of the Societ~ took place 
in Ketchum, Idaho (Sun Valley) July 8 and 9, 1982. The meetlng was 
scheduled to start Thursday evening to fit the travel arrangements of 
members returning from the ARGS annual meeting in Boulder, Colorado. 

It had rained in Ketchum when we arrived late Thursday afternoon 
but the sun was shining when we joined a group for dinner in a restau
rant where petite-sized portions were almost more than we could eat. 
After dinner we returned to the hotel where a pleasant room had been re
served for our slide showing. Penny R. Brons, co-author of Wild FloweY's 
of the West, a lovely book featuring many of the native pl~nts of Id~ho, 
showed slides and talked about the local flora. We all enJoyed meetlng 
a number of members of the Idaho Native Plant Society who were to ac
company us on the field trip the next d~y. ~e ~ere to have gone ~o ~ass 
Creek on the first trip, but after hearlng Blrdle and Fr~nk Padavlch s 
story of the great herds of livestock that had eaten thelr way through 
the area a few days earlier, it was decided that we should head north 
toward Galena Summit instead. 

The next day dawned clear and bright and we headed off in the usual 
convoy with Joe Duff, past president of the INSP and an APS member, as 
our guide. We were provisioned with massive box lunches from a l?cal 
delicatessen. Penstemons of a brilliant blue soon appeared and wlth the 
aid of our Idahoan guides (and Mark McDonough's reading of the FloY'a of 
Idaho), we decided that the large-flowered one.w~s P. cyaneus and the 
lower-growing, smaller-flowered one was P. humllls. On t~e way up to 
Galena Summit, there were bright red trumpets of IpOmopS1S aggregata, 
huge white daisies (w)ethia helenioides), and £, procerus procerus 
(glabrous, no rosette. 

Galena Summit gave us a lovely view of the great valley that :eads 
to the metropolis of the Sawtooth country, Stanley, Idaho, populatlon 47 
(or it was the last time we stayed there). The jagge~ peaks of the 
mountains were spectacular but I recall the many specles of penstemons 
that we could not identify and the acres of brilliant meadows, a vast 
carpet of color at about 6000 feet. 

On our way back from the summit, we stopped to admire the pure 
white phlox-like flowers of Linanthus nuttallii. We managed to keep 
this plant for a few years at our home but it departed to a drier haven, 
I suspect. We stopped beside a stream to have lunc~ and ~ound l~rge 
flowered forms of Lewisia pygmaea, a lovely clear plnk qUlte unllke.the 
"magenta-ish" forms I have seen before. A huge outcrop nearby was lde~l 
for scrambling and we were able to identify and photog~aph a great v~rl
ety of choice plants at close range in cracks and creVlces and tumbllng 
over ledges in the kind of garden we would all like to have. 

Here we also found I~onum ovalifolium a~d E. umbellatum, Phlox 
hoodll, a bright red Castilleja as well as specles of Haplopappus and 
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ErigerOQ. The most exciting plant needless to say was P. monJanus, 
grey-leaved and lavender-flowered. We would all like to grow that one. 
Several people took cuttings so maybe we shall see it again. 

A few of us had a private supper by the rushing river, an idyllic 
spot which we all enjoyed but none more than Joyce Halley, our visitor 
from Scotland. Everyone who belongs to the Scottish Rock Garden Club 
knows Joyce for she has been and still is the Seed Director, and a fine 
grower too. That evening we saw the Society's Slide Collection of 
penstemon pictures which has been assembled by James Taylor. It is 
designed to interest and inspire prospective penstemon growers and the 
general public. Members' slides were shown and we discussed the loca
tion for the 1983 meeting. The Wallowas, Oregon, and Leavenworth, 
Washington (Wenatchee Mountains), were discussed and eventually we de
cided on Leavenworth. Birdie Padavich and her sister Izetta Renton 
will look into accommodations in this delightful Bavarian-style town. 
The meeting is tentatively set for the first weekend in June. 

The next day's trip took us to Copper Basin and along the way, we 
stopped in a wooded area to see Dodecatheon pulchellum. Mitella pen
tandra. and a lovely white Trollius laxus. We also found a tall showy 
pink onion growing in damp places where we also saw great clumps of the 
blue Iris missoriensis and its smaller relative Sisyrinchium idahoensis. 
As we approached Copper Basin. the climate became much drier and we 
spotted Eriogonum and Arenaria sp which with Penstemon attenuatus and 
P. procerus made a fine show. 

We should have visited Copper Basin a week or so earlier for the 
flower display was past its best though we did find wild strawberries 
and Geum triflorum, a species of Hackelia of lovely blue and bright 
Indian Paintbrush. Loveliest of all were the soft pink flowers of 
Lewisia rediviva which never fails to evoke sighs of admiration no 
matter how many times one finds it braving the barren desert soil and 
its prickly bedfellows. 

At this point Geoff and I had to leave the group, with the prospect 
of a very long journey home and work on Monday. The others decided to 
go to Pass Creek anyway for they were already halfway there and could 
return by another route. 

This was an excellent meeting; we made new friends and renewed 
acquaintance with old ones. We were especially happy to meet up with 
Frances Burrell whose name alone was familiar to us from the Bulletin 
until we visited her in the Bighorns before the Colorado meeting. Now 
there is a place for a meeting! I wonder how many of us could take 
the time to go so far? 

Hearty thanks are due to Cliff Lewis and Luella Moulton, who ar
ranged this meeting, and to our Idaho members and friends who helped 
make it such a good one. All in all, Sun Valley showed us a total of 
eight penstemons. The floral display was beautiful. 

Penstemon species identified by us are as follows: P. attenuatus 
militaris, P. cyaneus, P. deustus, P. fruticosus, f..:...I1_l!.milis, P. laxus, 
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~montanus and P. procerus procerus. 

Members attending: 

Guests: 

Frances Burrell 
Cl iff Lewi s 
Luella Moulton (Now Mrs. Clifford Lewis) 
Thelma Chatfield 
Ramona Osburn 
Audrey and Perm Waddell 
Birdie and Frank Padavich 
Izetta Renton 
Mark McDonough 
Audrey and Geoff Williams 
Joe and Maxine Duff 
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Gaschk 
Kenneth and Robin Lodewick 
Dr. Leonard and Dorothy Pollard 
Harold and Altha Miller 
Ted Ki ppi ng 

Joyce Halley (Scotland) 
Members of the Idaho Native Plant Society 
Ed 110ulton 

Minutes of Meeting 

MID\?EST REGION, AMERICAN PENSTEMON SOCIETY 

Saturday, June 5, 1982 

The annual meeting of the Midwest Region of the American Penstemon 
Society was held at the Cox Arboretum in Dayton, Ohio on Saturday, June 
5. 1982. Total attendance for the day was twenty-six. 

James Taylor, President, APS Midwest Region, called the meeting to 
order at 10:10 a.m. and welcomed members and guests. He then turned 
the meeting over to George Yingling, Vice President and host of this 
year's meeting. 

George welcomed everyone and briefed the group on the day's sched
ule. He then introduced Marvin Olinsky, Director of the Cox Arboretum. 
Mr. Olinski gave a presentation on the Arboretum's current contents and 
future plans for different areas of the grounds. He also extended an 
invitation to use the Cox Arboretum as the APS National Headquarters. 

The program consisted of three parts. Erma Pilz presented a slide 
program entitled the History and Mystery of the Wild Flowers of the 
Southwest. Betty Blake gave a presentation on her rock garden in 
Michigan where she has planted 450 packets of seeds. Erma Pilz then 
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gave a second presentation on the penstemon of New Mexico describing 
different species and their identifying characterics and habitats. 

After the program, it was 
held during the lunch break. 
Yingling for making available 
seedlings for the plant sale. 

announced that the plant sale would be 
A special thanks was given to George 
approximately one thousand penstemon 

The group adjourned temporarily for lunch, the plant sale, and to 
tour the penstemon beds at the Arboretum. 

The meeting was recalled to order at 3:15 p.m. and miscellaneous 
topics were mentioned or discussed. Among these topics were: 

A report on the illness of Miss Aileen McWilliam, a long time mem
ber and strong supporter of the Midwest Region of APS. 

A biography of Henry Marshall was read in honor of his retirement. 
Dr. Marshall was active in the breeding of penstemon at the Morden 
Research Station at Manitoba. 

A letter from Dale Lindgren, North Platte Experiment Station, was 
read reporting on breeding activities at the station during the 
pas t year. 

A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the 1981 Meeting 
Minutes since they were published in the July 1981 Bulletin. Motion 
carried. 

Betty Taylor, Treasurer, reported a balance on hand of $348.53, as 
of June 4, 1982. The Treasurer's Report was approved as read. She 
also reported the plant sale during the lunch period had netted $151.00. 

Betty Taylor moved to reimburse George Y i ngl i ng and ~li ke Cole for 
meeting expenses and postage. Dr. Reynolds seconded, motion carried. 

George Yingling moved to continue the $150.00 contribution to the 
Viehmeyer Legacy Program at North Platte, Nebraska. Dr. Reynolds 
seconded. Motion carried. 

There was a discussion of the progress and losses in the breeding 
program. The Denver Botanical Garden has expressed an interest in 
starting a breeding program. 

George Yingling reported that Mark McDonough plans to start a cut
ting exchange and will hopefully get it off the ground in 1983. George 
also informed the group that the Cox Arboretum has obtained a grant to 
work with tissue cultures and is attempting to get a grant to republish 
Ralph Bennett's publications. Hopefully these publications could then 
be sold at a profit to offset expenses. 

George Yingling also requested comment on the Bulletin. He has re
ceived very favorable comments on the current size of the Bulletin. 
He also expressed hopes of obtaining a computer with word-processing 
capabilities so the Bulletin may be computerized. 
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Rachel Snyder requested that Erma's presentation on penstemon char
acteristics be edited and condensed in an article for the Bulletin. 

Rachel Snyder expressed thanks to George Yingling and the Cox Ar
boretum for hosting this year's meeting. 

A discussion followed of where and when to hold next year's meet-
ing. James Taylor issued an invitation to the group to mee~ i~ . . 
Hutchinson, Kansas. George Yingling moved to accept Taylor s lnvltatlon 
and Dr. Reynolds seconded, motion carried. The date was tentatively 
set for May 21, 1983. 

George Yingling moved to re-elect the same slate of officers for 
1983. Rachel Snyder seconded, motion carried. 

Elected officers are: James Taylor - President 
George Yingling - Vice President 
Betty Taylor - Secretary/Treasurer 

Meeting was adjourned and members departed to the home of Mike Cole 
to tour his rock garden and socialize during dinner. 

Penstemons that were in bloom in the special penstemon display beds 
were: 

P. smallii, grandiflonis (deep purple, pale purple, and red), 
barbatus (yellow, red-orange, red, pink), tubaef1orus, cobaea, 
strictus, murrayanus, hirsutus, digitalis, di~italis x caTYCOsus, 
'Marshall Hybrids', 'Utah State', ADS-114-7' ln maroon, red, and 
purple. Also in bloom in the nursery were: P. palmeri, arkansanus, 
~, grandiflorus, barbatus, oklahomensis, cardina1is,.canescens, 
serrulatus, red-leaved digitalis, cobaea x triflorus, alplnus, 
'Henry Hybrids', 'Anza Hybrids', Prairie Dusk', 'Prairie Fire', 
'V-Pink', 'Saskatoon', 'Debut', 'Westlander', a variety of 'Meyers 
Hybrids', campanulatus, dwarf digitalis x calycosus, hirsutus . 
minimus, and a few other species. Other penstemons that had fln
ished blooming were: 'Crystal', rupicola alba, cardwe11ii, pini-
fo li us, a 1 amos ens is, a 1 bi dus, procerus, caespitosus, james ii, 
WliCOXi i, and vi rgatu-s-. --
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Respectfully submitted, 

Betty Taylor 
Secretary 



TRIPS 

Kenneth and Robin Lodewick 

Ken took off in May with a list of 29 pents that might be within 
the area he was to visit: northwest New Mexico, southwest Colorado and 
northeast Arizona. Between planes at Denver, Panoyoti Callas picked 
him up and took him on a tour of the Denver Botanic Gardens--in the 
only heavy rain Denver had all year. Just a few of the fine display of 
penstemons were in bloom. 

Later that day Erma Pi1z found Ken at the Albuquerque airport and 
showed him her garden. That evening he joined a tour group for two 
weeks of visiting Indian ruins and modern craftsmen on reservations. 
(Robin has been telling him for years to go see the cliff dwellings-
she has.) Along the way four penstemons showed up. First and most 
visible was what the Navajo call firecracker flower, P. eatonii. Its 
scarlet flower stalks stood out in front of the ruins at Mesa Verde, 
Navajo National Monument and Canyon de Che11y. At a Grand Canyon view
point, one plant of blue P. jamesii was blooming. Next to P. eatonii 
at Betatakin ruin (a cliff dwelling in Navajo National Monument) grew 
an unidentified species (no flowers). Then at Sunset Crater visitor 
center, just 100 feet from the building, were numerous plants of 
P. c1utei, which is endemic there, but none were in bloom. When Ken 
got home he found P. c1utei flowering in our scree bed--pink flowers, 
silver grey foliage. 

Back in Oregon, in late June rain, we climbed Iron Mountain for its 
usual display of at least three pents. 

The APS meeting at Sun Valley (reported elsewhere in this issue) 
brought us eight penstemon species, most of which we had seen only as 
dried specimens before. 

A couple of weeks later, the event reported under the title "Warn
ing! Penstemon on the Loose!" elsewhere in the Bulletin took place. 
We went back t~ the same area in late September and collected seed, 
some of which has gone to the exchange. 

Mid-August found us in the Three Sisters Wilderness again, where we 
finally solved a problem. The small penstemons along the trail are all 
P. procerus brachyanthus, even though habit and leaves vary at differ
ent elevations. 

Labor Day weekend we went seed collecting, looping east of the 
mountains toward Sisters, then back for a climb to the top half of Iron 
Mountain. Along the way we picked up seeds for a request from Italy 
(P. davidsonii) and one from Japan (P. rupicola) as well as P. euglau
cus, ~umi1 is, speci osus, procerus brachyanthus. (Al so took photos of 
gem-11ke Campanu1a scou1eri and gobbled ripe blue huckleberries.) 

Enough wonderful traveling for one year! 
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Birdie Padavich 

We enjoyed the tour of China. We were met in Peking by two col
lege students of the Youth Service Group--both girls. They stayed with 
us all the way until we left the country. The girls spoke English and 
every day we learned Chinese afid they practiced English. Everyone 
seemed anxious to please us and always greeted us in broken English, 
maybe only one word, but seemed pleased to be able to talk to us. We 
traveled by train, bus and plane. We saw many burial grounds of the 
rulers. They sure built monuments for themselves. We visited the 
schools, and the children gave plays, sang and danced. The people are 
allowed one child, and the children are in school all day until the 
parents come for them after work. Everyone works. They have no wel
fare or relief. Children take care of their parents, or they go to 
jail and the government takes over the care of the parents. No work; 
no eat. 

We stayed in lovely old resorts with rock gardens, peony and rose 
gardens. Most trees were pruned and everywhere were Bonsai. They do 
a lot of growing in pots and will change a planting in a few hours. 
l~e visited quite a few famous gardens. There were Bonsai trees of all 
ages in huge planters of marble. We visited a nursery of hundreds of 
Bonsai Pines of all kinds, all were in containers. A crew of elderly 
men were working, cutting and pruning, and they showed us what they 
were doing. The people in our group were not interested in gardening. 
Only my sister-in-law and I were always crawling around the rocks to 
see what grew there. 

We went by bus to the Chinese Wall. It is in the mountains, and 
we drove through passes and over mountain tops, winding our way up to 
5000 feet along the border of Mongolia of olden days. We could see 
fern and iris growing along the cliff sides, also a lovely gentian 
blue campanu1a. We did not have a rest stop until we were in Mongolia. 
We had a sack lunch with a plastic packet of orange juice. Very good. 
I wish the U. S. would copy the packet. 

hiked two miles up the wall to a lookout. had to climb a lad-
der to the view platform. You could see for miles in Mongolia--they 
had terraced the mountain sides and everything was green. It was get
ting late fall in north China and I had on my long johns and sweater. 
It is a lovely country and we saw no poorly dressed people. I thought 
everyone was in uniform--not so--even the farm women had bright colors 
and all wore hats and scarves to keep protected. They have lovely 
white skin and are always protected when outside. We enjoyed the train 
trips into the country. You could see the country people at work. We 
saw no slums in all of China. The new government is trying to catch 
up with the rest of the world. 

While in Japan we were taken by bus to an old city hidden away in 
the mountains. There was a huge buddha shrine and old burial stones 
so old the engraving had weathered away. We hiked up the mountain and 
found an old shrine so old the wood which had been carved and painted 
was weathering away. Ferns and tiny plants grew everywhere in the 
rocks. I could hardly keep my hands off. 
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Geoffery Charlesworth 

We attended the American Rock Garden Society meeting in Boulder, 
but before the meeting, we rented a car and drove to Ponche Springs and 
then to Taos and Santa Fe. We stopped so frequently on the road to 
photograph flowers and to "botanize" that we decided we did not have 
time to spend more than overnight in Santa Fe. We then went back via 
Aztec, a wonderful restoration of an ancient city, and on to Aspen to 
renew acquaintances with old friends. We took the chairlift and found 
lots of interesting plants at the top but even more on top of Independ
ence Pass. Geum, Mertensia. and penstemon were on the lower slopes. 
There seem to be two penstemon in Aspen, one a red which is probably 
P. barbatus. It is very easy to confuse it with the tall red Gilia 
aggregata which is plentiful there. --

The meeting in Boulder included bus tours to Estes Park and the 
Nial Ridge Road in Rocky Mountain Park, Mt. Evans, Pikes Peak and a 
visit to the new Rock Alpine Garden in the Denver Botanic Gardens. The 
flower display on top above the treeline was breathtaking except for 
Pikes Peak which is a virtual manmade desert. The few plants left up 
there are perpetually showered with dust from the stream of cars. You 
have to concede that it is a great feat of engineering and road build
ing, but the mountain is a disaster area as far as plant life is con
cerned. 

On one of the tours, I sat next. to Ramona Osburn, a Penstemon So
ciety member from Jacksonville, Oregon. While we saw plenty of P. al
pinus and P. hallii there seemed to be no abundance of species in this 
area of the Rockies. 
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IMPRESSIONS OF THE MIDWEST MEETING 

Erma Pil z 

The meeting at Dayton (the Midwest Chapter) was ~ most inter~stin9 
one to me. George felt it was a rather small gather1ng, but I d1d not 
think it small, for people had traveled from as far as the east coast 
to attend it, and it was, after all, out of the usual Kansas-Nebraska 
area where penstemaniacs seem to flourish. The Cox Arboretu~ was an 
ideal location in which to hold it, and the penstemons were 1n full 
bloom, a really lovely sight, with other interesting collections of 
plants nearby. If any of you had seen the mass o! yellow barbatus 
along with masses of other pents, you would feel 1t had great value as 
a decorative pent as well as a breeding pent. My few plants are 
scattered and to appear at their best, the yellow should be massed 
together.' Gussie (Schooley) was so gratified when I told he~ what 
George had done with them for she has lost all ~he ~ad a~d w1ll not 
try to grow more until she creates concrete bas1ns 1~ w~lch to grow. 
them. The problem is with very saline water, a cont1nu1ng problem 1n 
the Carlesbad-Roswell area where she now lives. 

George had beautiful displays of both eastern and w~stern species 
pents and also hybrids. P. digitalis seemed to be grow1ng allover 
the edge of the woods and he had.one that was ~o unusual in leaf col
oration and sturdiness. (I got 1t from Dale llndgren--Ed.) 

The Director of the Arboretum, Marvin Olinsky, welcomed us, gave 
us a brief analysis of the history and objectives of the Arboretum, 
and offered the Arboretum as a permanent home for the American Penste
mon Society, which, because of its central location, would have much 
to offer to both the east and west. 

I had met both George and Mary here in Albuquerque, but I did not 
expect the hospitality that was given to us a~l. Not only were each 
of us given a tour of the Arboretum as we arr1ved, but Mar~ had pre
pared a delightful dinner for the Taylors and me as we ~rr:ved a.day 
early, Thursday. Then on Friday evening we all me~ aga1~ 1n t~e1r 
lovely home and were given a simply great buffet d1nner 1n the1r base
ment which was luxurious, a beautiful room, and where Dr. Howard Reyn
olds showed us slides of his return to New Guinea where he had served 
as a medic in WW-II. We had all assembled by that time. There were 
new members present. Mary is from the Piedmont area of North Caro
lina and she has never lost her southern accent, nor her southern way 
with'people. I watched with great appreciation the skill with which 
she made one young man forget he was a stranger and feel right at 
home. His wife gave me a quick glance of recognition over it. We 
both knew we were seeing graciousness that one usually just sees in 
books and movies. 

Rachel Snyder arrived from Cincinnati where she had lectured and 
was in the unhappy stage of coming down with bronchitis. Rachel is 
editor of Flower and Garden Magazine. Rachel is a quiet person, but 
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someone I like tremendously. She knows what she is doing and where 
she is going, and when things go wrong, it is Rachel who sets to work 
to right them unobtrusively. 

For better than 10 years, more like 15, I have been in a robin with 
Betty Blake who came down from Michigan to give a slide program on her 
rock garden. It was the first time I had met her in person. That was 
enjoyable and confirmed the mental pictures we had created through the 
years. 

On Saturday, after the programs and the business meeting, we were 
all invited out to the estate of Mike Cole who had a most complete and 
successful rock garden containing plants from allover the world, and 
growing many penstemons among them. I could not begin to list the 
many plants of interest in the rock garden and in various parts of the 
grounds. At the rate at which he was giving out divisions of his 
plants, I wondered that he had any garden left by the time the visit 
was over. The trip to his garden was ended with an outdoor picnic 
supper, great fun! 

PROPER USE OF SCIENTIFIC NAMES 

Kenneth and Robin Lodewick 

We are continually finding species names in the Bulletin articles 
that we do not list in the Identifier. Upon checking them against the 
main name authority for the Identifier, Bennett's Penatemon Nomencla
ture we find they are nonexistant or superseded. Please check each 
name'before using it in an article to be sure that it agrees with 
Nomenclature, Identifier or newly published source. 

Scientific names are determined by the International Board of Bo
tanical Names at their meetings every two years. Most penstemonnames 
were changed or corrected in about 1950; only the officially accepted 
names are accurate. 

The Identifier includes some Mexican species that are not in Nomen
clature; both works lack some newer species. These will be added in a 
supplement to the Identifier and a revision of Nomenclature, we hope 
within the next year. 

Some of the penstemon species have been changed to new genera re
cently. A list of these changes includes P. nemorosus which becomes 
Notochelone nemorosa, P. frutescens which becomes Leiostemon frutescens 
and the Penstemon subgenus Resperothamnus which becomes genus Keckiella 
with the following species: cordifolia, cor mbosa, ternata, antirrhi
noides, breviflora, lemonnii and rothrockii. Notice the ending change 
on four of the seven.) 

George Yingling, Bulletin editor, is being instructed by the edi
torial board to check names and change any he finds in error. This is 
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to keep our reputation for scientific accuracy and to avoid confusing 
our members with outdated and otherwise improper names. 

WARNING! PENSTEMON ON THE LOOSE! 

Kenneth and Robin Lodewick 

How dependable are the species ranges listed in botanical manuals? 
Sometimes not very; for at least one penstemon, quite wrong. 

Three years ago three members of the Native Plant Society of Oregon 
(NPSO) came across an unfamiliar penstemon in the foothills· of the 
Western Cascade Mountains south of Cottage Grove, Oregon. The closest 
species in the best plant manual for the area was P. ovatus, which has 
a range confined to the Columbia River and Sandy River gorges some 150 
miles north. We were doubtful. 

This July at a meeting of our local Emerald Chapter of NPSO, a 
couple brought in a flowering stalk of penstemon they had found the 
week before in the Coburg Hills which start five miles northeast of 
Eugene and range north along the east side of the Willamette River 
Valley. No penstemons are known to grow within sight of the Willamette 
Valley, the nearest being P. serrulatus, found fifty miles east in the 
Cascade foothills and occasionally on the higher peaks of the low 
Coast Range to the west. Besides, this pent was unlike any we had ever 
seen before. with its bannerlike staminode waving out beyond the lower 
lip. According to the finders, they had come across similar plants 
fifteen years earlier, but no one had believed them. They also thought 
their find was P. ovatus. 

We persuaded another NPSO member, who lived in the Coburgs, to go 
searching with us a few weeks later. He directed us up a maze of log
ging roads which became too steep for our car just under 3000 feet 
elevation. Walking further through second growth woods, Robin turned 
off on an overgrown side road and found several clumps of penstemon 
growing in a ditch shaded by bracken fern and salal. The basal rosette 
was shiny dark green'; one stalk still bore purple flowers, their stami
node banners waving. But what was it? Our companion said he had seen 
a similar flower at Elk Meadow, south of Cottage Grove the week before, 
and that NPSO chapter president, Charlene Simpson, had taken it home 
for identification. Since it was out of the range of the best local 
manual (Hitchcock), she tried the West Coast manual (Abrams), which is 
second best. It turned out she had identified the plant as P. rattanii 
(which is not listed in Hitchcock). We found ours was the same. And 
the range of P. rattanii? Coast Range from Monterey County, California, 
to the southern edge of Lane County, Oregon. Here, in the Coburgs, it 
is 100 miles northeast of its farthest listed range; at Elk Meadow, it 
is about 70 miles east. 

Our flower stalk, along with seed heads we collected later nearby, 
went to University of Oregon Herbarium curator, David Wagner. Fasci
nated, he looked through all his P. rattanii specimens and found two 
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more surprises. The species had been collected years before on Mary's 
Peak (just west of Corvallis, Oregon) in the Coast Range 50 miles north 
of the supposed range limit. It had also been collected along Quartz 
Creek in the drainage of the McKenzie River (a tributary of the Willa
mette River) about 50 miles northeast of our Coburg Hills location. and 
definitely in the Cascade ~lountain foothills. 

Dave also noticed that the new seed capsules varied from what is 
described in the manuals. Supposedly P. rattanii ssp. rattanii has 
attenuate sepals the same length as the capsule, while ssp. kleei, 
found in the Santa Cruz Mountains in California, is distinguished by 
oblong sepals exceeded by the capsules. Here in the Coburg specimens, 
capsules and sepals from different plants, or even at different nodes 
on the same stalk, varied from equal to unequal. This suggests that 
the characteristic may sometimes be environmentally determined rather 
than genetic. 

Has P. rattanii always been in these hills, or is its range advanc
ing? APS members are hereby warned: Watch out for an oncoming penste
mon with a bannerlike tongue! If you find it, let us know where. 
(The drawing shown here is from a living specimen, and better than the 
one in Part 20f the Identifier.) 

BEWARE THE EUROPEAN PENSTEMON 

Mark McDonough 

It seems odd that we often look to European sources for American 
plants, but perhaps it is not so odd when we realize that Europeans are 
keen and skillful growers of plants from all over the world. Indeed, 
it seems easier to locate certain rare American plants from overseas' 
sources than in this country. For some reason, we neglect our native 
flora; the neglect not due to ignoring the native plants, but more sig
nificantly due to not realizing the potential garden value of our 
natives. This was highlighted this summer during the APS annual meet
ing in Ketchum, Idaho. One day, a field trip brought us to Cherry 
Creek, an area approximately 15 miles northwest of Ketchum. We found 
a soft, rocky outcropping a couple hundred feet high, a veritable 
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manicured rock garden with many desirable natives in full bloom. Sev
eral times I heard the comment, "Why aren't these plants known and 
grown more?" A good question, as all we~e easily accessible and im
mensely desirable plants. I should mentl0n that three penstemons were 
of interest here. Penstemon lyallii made bold masses of lavender trum
pets over the dark rock. Penstemon deustus was in a fairly good creamy 
white form, over bushes of serrated leaves. But the treasure was Pen
stemon montanus. At first it was thought that this was P. montan~s v. 
idahoensis; however, that form does not exhibit the glandular fO~la~e 
in P. montanus. This flowers later than the other species, but lt lS a 
choice subject with small, sparsely branched bushes to 8 inche~ tal~, 
clothed with densely glandular-toothed foliage that sparkled w;th s;l
ver in the sun. The large violet flowers complimented the cholce sll
ver bushes. This is a choice plant. 

But back to the matter at hand, it is truly a travesty to order 
seed of color forms of penstemon species from European sources when we 
can readily access areas in which these plants grow, a~d select among 
countless thousands of individual plants, the superlatlve forms. Why 
this has not been done is certainly a mystery to me. However, the real 
reason for this article is to warn of the confusion that arises by dis
tributing a plant under an improper name, thus establishing a misnomer 
which requires many years to unravel. Such is the unfortunate case of 
a dwarf blue penstemon that is widely grown in England and Scotland un
der the name P. campanulatus pulchellus, someti~es offere~ as P. ca~
panulatus or P. pulchellus. The plan~ in questl0n has :nJoyed consld
erable popularity; in fact, has made ltS way back to thlS country and 
now appears in many gardens. 

I refer readers to the fine article by Dr. Richard M. Straw that 
appeared in the December 1981 APS Bulletin regarding ~. campanu~atus 
and the recognized subspecies. Penstemon pulchellus.1S p~aced ln syn
onymy (by most authors) with P. campanulatus, a spec;es wlth serrate 
leaves on stems that average to about 2 feet. The mlsnamed plant ap
pears, in reality, to be Penstemon procerus ssp. formos~s, but absolute 
identification is pending flowering this summer. The mlsname~ plant 
produces dwarf tufts of entire oblanceolate leaves~ usually wlth.a 
single verticil laster of good blue flowers on 4-6 lnch stems, WhlCh 
certainly fits the description of P. procerus v. formosus, and not at 
all of P. campanulatus. I suspect the mistake was made ~y ref:rring to 
very early American literature where P. pulchellus was glven (lncor
rectly) as the name for P. cacuminis, or what is currently known as 
P. procerus v. formosus. The name P. pulchellus appears often among 
the various seed lists and is one best avoided as it will no doubt 
yield a variety of misnamed plants. 

Another name to be warned of is indeed a puzzling one. It is the 
specific or $ubspecific epithet "humilior;" a concoctl~n applied to 
various plants, having its derivation in England. It lS g:ne~ally seen 
in the combination P. newberryi forma humilior. Howeve~, lt lS o!,ten 
seen as P. rupicola humillor In several well-known E~gllsh.nurserle~. 
In either case, it is certainly not valid and is a mlsapplled name ;n~ 
vented to describe a hybrid plant. The name P. newberry; forma humlllor 
appears in the Seedlist Handbook by Bernard Harkness; however. his 
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cited references include the Quarterly Bulletin of the Alpine Garden So
ciety, and collins Guide to Alpines, both English sources. I know of no 
references in American literature to the name in question. The epither
"humilior," as applied in England usually refers to the hybrid P. 
roezlii, an unfortunately named English hybrid that invites confusion 
with P. laetus ssp. roezlii, thus further complicating the whole pic
ture. The name "humilior" should be abandoned as an invalid or other
wise bogus name. 

The above are two examples of how we have been guided astray by 
blindly accepting misinformed sources. It is about time that the Soci
ety take steps to establish itself as the one and only source of infor
mation regarding the genus Penstemon and to continue dealing with pen
stemon nomenclature, as has been done in the past, in an authoritative 
manner. In retrospect, recent past articles contained in the APS Bul
letin, have served admirably in this capacity. But we must go further 
and supervise the activities of penstemon hybridizing and nomenclature 
in the horticultural world and to make known our presence as "the 
authority" regarding all aspects of the study of penstemon. Otherwise, 
I fear that the further detrimental results of invented and confused 
nomenclature may be irreversible or corrected only after great diffi
culty. 

(Editor's Note) 

Mark followed the above discussion with recommendations for us to 
assume greater authority and activity to correct misapplied names, re
publish our procedures for registering plants, and encourage members to 
select hybrids or forms deemed to be superior and take proper action to 
evaluate and register them. Concerning these recommendations, it is of 
benefit to note past activities of the APS that bear on the subject. 
Since Carl Amason has recently been appointed Registrar, we will review 
the registration forms and instruction with him, amend them if neces
sary and publish them in the July issue. 

By action of the Report of the Fourth Meeting of the Council. In
ternational Society for Horticultural Science held at College Park, 
Maryland, USA, August 1966, the American Penstemon Society was appointed 
an International Registration Authority. A letter in this regard, 
dated June 7, 1967, was sent to Mr. Ralph Bennett, then President of 
the APS and signed by Russell J. Seibert, Secretary, ISHS Commission for 
Horticulture, Nomenclature and Registration. Following that action, 
Aileen McWilliam became our Registrar of Named Varieties and Hybrids. 
Recently, Carl Amason was appointed our official Registrar and action 
should be taken through him." An official 1 ist of named varieties and 
hybrids registered by the American Penstemon Society: 1958-1973 was 
published in the 1973 issue of the Bulletin. Since that time, only cv 
'Crystal' has been registered and that by Longwood Gardens (Dr. Robert 
Armstrong). The 1973 list is repeated in this issue. 

You will note by reference to the article in this issue by Kenneth 
and Robin Lodewick that action is being taken to correct species' names 
and to revise the Penstemon Nomenclatw'e which was published in 1968 

21 

by Ralph Bennett. A new section of the Field Identifier is included 
with this issue as part of that activity. 

Samples of forms for registration of named varieties and hybrids 
were published in the 1958 issue of the Bulletin. At that time, Mrs. 
E. A. Boyrie was Registrar. At the first National Meeting of the APS 
held at North Platte, Nebraska in 1958, she gave a presentation on the 
subject of registration. Extracts of that presentation are as follows: 

"There are two reasons why the American Penstemon Society has em
barked on the program of registering all the named varieties. By the 
word "named" we do not mean those terms given to species and subspecies. 
Those are Latin names given to the plants, scientific means of identi
fication. They are universal over the world. We refer to the special 
names given to garden forms to distinguish these forms from the usual 
species form of the plant in question. This is common practice among 
horticulturists and others who sell such material to the public. Each 
catalog will offer illustrations, for instance, the rose 'Crimson 
Glory', or the penstemon 'Floradale Giant'. 

"In 1952 the Thirteenth International Horticultural Council set up 
a Code for Nomenclature of Cultivated Plants--not for the species, but 
for the flowers, shrubs, and trees for the garden and crops for the 
field. Distance being no longer a factor in the world-wide distribu
tion of plants, they felt, among other things, that there was a need, 
or almost a necessity, for uniformity in names; that Penstemon 'White 
Queen' should be the same plant whether growing in or for sale in Japan 
or in this country. They set up standard procedures for achieving this 
end. Many difficulties have cropped up since that time, and occasion
ally the rules have been amended to make them more practical and more 
workable. This society was willing to cooperate. 

"The first thing we needed to do in establishing a register was to 
find out what garden form names were current among us or were to be 
found in the literature. We searched through old catalogs, through all 
our bulletins, and anything else that came to hand. All of us were 
asked to help, and many of us were able to do so. 

"An attempt was also made to get information about the plants 
whose names we were listing--their origin, description, their present 
location, or if they were already extinct. Not very much was found. 
Not even too much was found about those with which we were already 
familiar, like 'Fate Hybrid' or 'Garnet' or 'Rose Queen'. It was sur
prising to discover how hard it is to find facts that can be pinned 
down exactly. Many of the names that we found in print were of British 
origin. In England there has been considerable interest in developing 
barbatus and the gloxinoides forms. 

"A substantial loose-leaf notebook is being used at present for 
listing these names, together with their description, if any. All of 
it is arranged alphabetically and has an index. Such a notebook. 
though impermanent perhaps, has been very useful, because there have 
been many additions and corrections and other changes since it was 
first set up. 
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"The Committee on the Code has recently amended the rules so as to 
grant to any special plant society the right to draft an adaptation or 
version of the Code to meet its own needs, within the framework, of 
course, of the original purpose. So our society, beginning with this 
year, 1958, has prepared application forms for the registration of 
these named penstemons, which will furnish not only the information 
that the Code requires, but also what we feel we need to know for the 
further development of this genus. 

"A written record of successful attempts at cross pollination will 
be of the greatest use, not only records of the crosses that these 
special hybridists are doing, but things that you do in your gardens. 
The penstemon is a wildflower, and during the process of converting it 
into a garden ornamental we have the opportunity now of recording all 
the steps along the way. This is our second reason for the registra
tion program. 

"The Committee on the Code has placed some restrictions on the 
sort of name that wi11 be considered suitable. There's a long list of 
provisions, but I won't go into all of them. For instance, they don't 
accept numbers or initials or forms of address or A's and B's for a 
part of the name, or a name that is too similar to some other within 
the same genus. And, of course, into this latter category would fall 
Wayside's Penstemon 'Newberryi'. This plant I have in my own garden, 
and it looks like some form of fruticosus. It is no form whatever of 
newberryi. This name, therefore, would not be acceptable as a valid 
name." 

Mrs. Boyrie followed these comments with several pages of explana
tion and instruction pertaining to records and the three types of reg
istration forms. As mentioned above, these will be reviewed and 
amended, if necessary, and published in the July issue. There being 
many changes in membership since 1958, updating and publishing this in
formation again will renew this vital function of our Society.and in
crease our credibility as the authority for the genus Penstemon. 

OFFICIAL LIST OF NAMED VARIETIES AND HYBRIDS 

REGISTERED BY THE AMERICAN PENSTEMON SOCIETY: 1958-1973 

ARROYO APS 6902 Glen Viehmeyer, North Platte, Nebraska. 
'Prairie Fire' x P. cardinal is. Red-flowered 
clone, bred for disease resistance. 

DAINTY VIOLET APS 5919 Ralph Bennett, Arlington, Virginia. A strain 
of P. hirsutus fixed for rich violet from 
seed. 

FLORA JOHNSON APS 6202 L. C. Boyrie, Portland. Oregon. A superior 
deep red color form of P. newberryi. 

HOLLY APS 5910 Roy Davidson, Seattle, Washington. A mat-
like form of P. fruticosus serratus, gray
green foliage. 
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JOHN BACHER APS 6103 

KITTITAS APS 5912 

L. C. Boyrie, Portland, Oregon (for Northwest 
Regional Group APS). Superior variety of 
P. cardwell ii, true from seed. 
Birdie Padavich, North Bend, Washington. 
Dwarf P. confertus, deep yellow flowers. 

LAVENDER QUEEN APS 5915 Ralph Bennett, Arlington, Virginia. A selec
tion of P. digitalis with lavender flower 

LENA SEEBA 

MESA 

MINNIE 

PAT 

PEACOCK 

PRAIRIE DAWN 

PRAIRIE DUSK 

PRAIRIE FIRE 

PRINCESS ROSE 

ROSE QUEEN 

SNOQUALMIE 

TINY TIM 

color (possible hybrid, P. calycosus x ~. 
digitalis). 

APS 6001 G. Viehmeyer, North Platte, Nebraska. 
(P. grandiflorus, white form x unknown Pel
tanthera sp.) x self; pure white flowers. 

APS 6901 G. Viehmeyer, North Platte, Nebraska. Multi
species hybrid combining germ plasm of 
Habroanthii and 'Flathead Lake'. Highly 
resistant to foliar diseases. 

APS 6502 

APS 6201 

APS 5920 

APS 6903 

APS 6101 

APS 5801 

APS 5912 

APS 5914 

APS 5911 

APS 6501 

L. C. Boyrie, Portland, Oregon. Very tiny 
form of P. davidsonii menziesii. 
University of Washington, Seattle. Suspected 
hybrid P. fruticosus x P. rupicola. 
Nevada Schmidt, Sarona, Wisconsin. Superior 
blue form of 'Flathead Lake'; suspected hy
brid 'Flathead Lake' x P. neomexicanus. 
G. Viehmeyer, North Platte, Nebraska. 
'Prairie Fire' x P. cardinalis; pale pink 
flowers. Bred for disease resistance. 
G. Viehmeyer, North Platte, Nebraska. 
F1 ('Flathead Lake' x P. strictus) x sib. 
Hardy, easily maintained clone. 
G. Viehmeyer, North Platte, Nebraska. 
'Flathead Lake' x 'Seeba Hybrid'. Vigorous 
clone, red flowers, evergreen. 
Nevada Schmidt, Sarona, Wisconsin. Suspected 
hybrid of 'Flathead Lake' parentage. Large 
flowered, hardy. 
Ralph Bennett, Arlington, Virginia. Sus
pected hybrid P. calycosus x P. digitalis. 
Combines flower shape of P. digitalis with 
color of P. calycosus. 
Birdie Padavich, North Bend, Washington. 
Suspected hybrid P. rupicola x P. fruticosus; 
dark purple flowers. 
Mrs. A. A. Dowbridge, Springvale. Maine. 
Very small form of P. hirsutus pygmaeus; 
purple flowers. 
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\~H ITE FAI RY APS 5916 

WHITE PRINCESS APS 5918 

WHITE QUEEN APS 5913 

* APS 5803 

APS 6002 

APS 6003 

APS 6102 

APS 6203 

Ralph Bennett, Arlington, Virginia. 
Superior variety of P. digitalis; small 
plant, pure white flowers. 
Ralph Bennett, Arlington, Virginia. 
Superior form of P. digitalis; pure white 
flowers. 

Ralph Bennett, Arlington, Virginia. 
Superior form of P. digitalis. Large pure 
white flowers. 
G. Viehmeyer, North Platte, Nebraska. 
'Flathead Lake' x Raabe P. cobaea. Wide 
range of breeding compatability; deep pur
plish pink. 
G. Viehmeyer, North Platte, Nebraska. 
('Flathead Lake' x P. strictus) x (P. clutei 
x P. palmeri); a clone useful in bringing the 
Peltanthera into the breeding program for 
more humid regions. 
G. Viehmeyer, North Platte, Nebraska. 
P. unilateralis x P. labrosus;may be a good 
source of brilliant red. 
H. B. Saltzer, Nampa, Idaho. P. clutei x P. 
palmeri. Tall, easy culture in alkaline 
soil; good seed setter; fragrance. 
G. Viehmeyer, North Platte, Nebraska. 
('Flathead Lake' x P. alpinus) x P. secundi
florus; hardy, widely compatible. 

*Hybrids by professionals, registered by number only. 

Aileen McWilliam 
Registrar of Named Varieties and Hybrids 

25 

H. H. MARSHALL - BIOGRAPHY 

Dr. Henry Heard Marshall, 65, horticulturist at the Agriculture 
Canada Research Station, Morden, Manitoba, has retired (1982) after 40 
years with the Federal government. 

Henry Heard Marshall was born in 1916 on a farm near Miami, Mani
toba. Henry's father and mother were both avid amateur horticulturists 
and provided the horticulture interest which their son was later to 
follow. Like many of his generation, Henry's life was influenced by 
the depression economy which cut short his education, and by the 1939-45 
war in which Henry served with distinction as a member of the Royal 
Canadian Artillary. 

Henry Marshall served on the gardening staff at Morden for a short 
time prior to his war service. In 1946 he joined the Brandon Research 
Station as a technician in charge of grounds maintenance and breeding 
of vegetables and ornamentals. After twenty-four years at Brandon, 
Henry returned to the Morden Research Station in 1970 to work on orna
mental crops breeding. His breeding research at Brandon and Morden has 
resulted in significant varietal improvement of several crops. 

Dr. Marshall has developed 40 new plant introductions in his 
career, including 16 chrysanthemums, three coral bells, one lily, five 
Monardas, one muskmelon, one pea, one Physotegia, seven roses, two 
willows, one Swiss chard, and two tomatoes. Since 1963, he has also 
been active in breeding penstemon and has been a member of the American 
Penstemon Society since 1965. His Brandon Pink coral bells, Neepawa 
Monarda, Assiniboine and Cuthbert Grant roses have all received Merit 
Awards from the Western Canadian Society for Horticulture. He will, no 
doubt, receive more such awards for more recent introductions as time 
goes on. 

The highlight of his career came in 1974 when Brandon University 
bestowed an honorary Doctorate of Science on him. It capped his many 
awards including a Government of Canada Centennial Medal in 1967, Mani
toba Horticultural Association Merit Award in 1969, Certificate of 
Merit from the Brandon Public Parks Board and Meritorious Service Rec
ognition and Honorary Life Membership from the Brandon Horticultural 
Society all in 1970 and in 1978 an Honorary Life Membership in the 
Manitoba Horticultural Society and the Linnaeus Award from the Linnaeus 
Society of Canada. 

His vast knowledge of plants has been well documented in a wide 
variety of articles published in such sources as the Canadian Journal 
of plant Science, Canadian Journal of Botany, Rhodopa, Canadian Plant 
Disease Supvey, AmePican Rose Journal, The ppaipie Gapden, etc. His 
close observations of native plants is attested by numerous citations 
in the Flopa of Manitoba. His wide knowledge of plant flora was fur
ther recognized when he was selected as a Canadian team member trav
elling to China last spring. 

During ·his career Henry Marshall has served in many volunteer roles 
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with.the Brandon ~ar~s Board, International Peace Garden, and local 
hort1cultural S?C1et1es. He has served as President of the Brandon 
and Morden HOr!lc~ltural Societies, as Director of the Manitoba Horti
cultural.Assoc1at10n and as President of the Western Canadian Society 
for Hort1culture. He is currently involved in helping develop a local 
museum for Morden. 

. . Henry Marshall has made a significant contribution to horticulture 
1n 1tS m~ny asp~cts .. He has served the public, industry, and his fel
low hort1cultur1sts w1th a high level of personal dedication. 

In his personal life, Henry and his wife Eva have raised a family 
of four Sons ?f whom ~hey can be ju~tly proud. Although his sons have 
~ot followed 1~ Henry s plant breed1ng steps, they maintain an interest 
1n plants and 1n their father's work. 

DASANTHERA REMINISCENCES 

Roy Davidson 

. ~eing interested in the proposal of a propagation and exchange 
f~c1l1ty to perpetuate selected penstemon clones, I am anxious to re
V1~W some of t~ose tha~ have passed through my life and garden, most of 
Wh1Ch I can st11l prov1de for the project. It is a sad fact of life 
~hough that they d? not prosper here in this cold Puget Sound garden as 
1t h~s become shad1er and consequently cooler, and the winter air drain
age 1S poor. 

On~ 0: the best things I found while studying the distributions 
and va:1at10ns (and the hybrids) of the Dasanthera in the wild was from 
a hybr1d swarm. between davidsonii and card~ii on the Oregon Cascade 
Crest near Bre1tenbush Lake. I called it 'Breitenbush Blue' as it was 
neares~ to azure of any.Dasa~th~ra I had seen. It still persists in 
t~e ar1? garden at my slster s 1n eastern Washington where it reflowers 
n1cely 1n late summer on tidy little bushes of a pleasant dark green 
the leaf margins trying. very h~rd to be smooth, but under a hand gla~s 
they are undulate and w1th rud1mentary little toothy projections. 

. Ano~her ref~ow~ring clone came from seed gathered by Carl and Edith 
Engl~sh 1n th~ Slsk1YOUS of northern California quite close to the type 
stat10n fo: M1SS Eastwood's P: newberryi ssp. berryi and the color is a 
pleasant p1nk. It has been w1th me for twenty-five years as has the 
blue. Both these are small ;'n scale, enough so as to be ideal trough 
plants. 

There are those smaller still, the miniature mounds. One such 
c~me from Myrtl~ Hebert when she still lived at Elma, and it is a de-
11ghtful half-s1ze P. rupicola with very gray quarter-inch oval leaves 
and dark red flowers~ not.many of them but good color. It is a very 
slow bu~ a.~e;y spec1~1 l;ttle thing. Smaller still is a so-called 
P: menZ1eS11 Serpyl:lfollUS' that originated with the Oregon Saxton & 
Wllson nursery. It 1S an oddly erect and twiggy little one with big 
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red-purple flowers and a general look of having been bronzed. This one 
has been here thirty years, a record. 

Another that is miniature in scale, although quite different, is 
the little huddle that sits on the bleak but majestic Steens Mountain 
and other such remote northern Great Basin places. It was called 
P. davidsonii var. praeteritus and when I went to see it at 8300 feet 
in the blazing sun, I was surprised to find it looking like a half
sized P. fruticosus, and in his study of this alliance of penstemon, 
Dr. Evory determined that it actually is much nearer that than david
sonii, although he did not think it was sufficiently important to war
rant a taxonomic shuffle. In the garden it persisted and made a nice 
enough little mound of bronzy green but was not sufficiently at home to 
give flowers and has finally expired. It might well behave better in 
trough cultivation and is ideal in scale for the purpose. Flower, of 
course, is lilac. 

Among plants that are larger in detail are the forms of P. rupic
ola, surely the most highly regarded of the species in the rock garden 
literature. Its greatest appeal is the contrast of warm color on cool 
plant--crimson and gray. There is often mention of albinos in the 
wild but it seems apparent that the one in cultivation arose in the 
Victoria garden of Mrs. Wilson, either as a seedling or a budsport; it 
can give white seedlings and Bruce Meyers has obtained quite a number 
of improved forms, having the vigor that is not inherent in most albinos. 
These all seem to have the finest foliage effect of any, pale char
treuse oatmeal flakes in spring, in summer almost blue, becoming rimmed 
with maroon in autumn and with the stalks, petioles and leaf margins 
rufous with winter cold, then the contrast of fresh new leaves again. 
Some of his later developments have an extended season of flower or 
actually a second season, and at no apparent strain, but the first 
stalks must be cut away as soon as they have finished to ensure this. 

Although I did not actually find the splendid little crystalline 
leaved 'Holly', I feel I did contribute to its recognition, at least 
with the name. It had come to me as a misidentified nursery plant. 
was shortly to discover in the wild any number of similarly crisped and 
toothy P. fruticosus var. serratus in the heights surrounding Hells 
Canyon of the Snake River, but the selector had indeed chosen well and 
I never bettered it. There is no leaf quite like it produces, and it 
does not need any other recommendation, being the usual tidy plant with 
lilac flowers as per that taxon . 

There is a race in the Wallowa peaks and adjacent Blue Mountains 
that goes unrecognized by name, and I propose we call it the Wallowa 
form of P. fruticosus. It would conform to what has been described 
(and then forgotten) as douglasii as found by David Douglas, a small 
plant (for that species) with leaves smooth-margined. In its best 
occurrences the flowers are violet-purple of nice effect, near to the 
best colors in cardwellii which is a much larger plant with toothy 
leaves. This WaTfowa plant generally goes as var. serratus which is, 
of course, impossible since it has no serrations. 

Dave Evory in his field work relating to the doctorate on this 
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group of penstemons found the small form of cardwellii 'Alba' and we 
have been calling it "Evory White", but it might more appropriately 
and commenoratively be known as "Mt. St. Helens" for he found it on 
the now destroyed pumice mountain. It is a far tidier plant than the 
better known Columbia Gorge albino found by and named for 'John Bacher'. 

Penstemon fruticosus ssp scouleri contains some real treasures in 
this size plant, such as the truly pink 'Charming' with narrow saw
tooth foliage, and Ed Lohbrunner's 'Alba' with not unexpected yellowish 
foliage. In this size too is the gray-leaved English hybrid going as 
'Six Hills Hybrid' for the nursery where it was raised some fifty or so 
years ago. Its proprietor felt that it had been sired by scouleri and 
it came up in a flat of otherwise perfectly good rupicola. It is my 
own opinion that he had it figured out very logically for it is what I 
would expect from such a combination. (What we in the USA have had by 
the name is red rather than mauve and the leaf is ·quite ovate; in fact, 
it seems just another rupicola.) 

Another English hybrid plant is the well-known Penstemon 'Roezlii' 
of horticulture, and to the botanist P. newberryi forma humilior. It 
is 9uite similar to the plant Carl English named 'Edithiae' from mating 
ruplcola and barrettiae. In appearance these are like half-size 
barrettiae, with flower of similar color and good size. 

Penstemon newberryi gives plants in this size range, as well as 
smaller ones, the clone I called 'Mount Shasta' for the mountain where 
I found it was the reddest but it is here no longer. Down on the high
way where it crosses the foot of Black Butte is a fine colony of robust 
plants from which good things can be selected, though the colors are 
not so intense as that one was. 

The usual Penstemon fruticosus gives plants of this dimension, too 
large for the usual rock garden, but of good landscape value, with rich 
green leaves and lilac flowers. And, of course, the giant P. barrettiae 
is a great beauty if one has the room for it. Penstemon montanus never 
took to this garden although I did keep the ssp idahoensis for some 
years, though I never flowered it and it finally gave up. The effect 
of the soft amethyst flower on the felted gray leaf is extremely pretty. 
Penstemon cardwellii is another rangey one in its usual forms, too 
large for all but really big rock gardens. The handsome red form that 
surely was the result of introgression from rupicola that I named 
'Cardinal' was not quite such a monster and the color was fine; I no 
longer have it nor the several nice pink ones, nor the one with white 
mottled leaves, but this was only a curiosity though interesting 
enough to those who enjoy the abnormalities of nature. 

" 
There must be many more, but these are some I have particularly 

enjoyed and think worthy of perpetuating. 
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PENSTEMON EXPERIENCE IN MONTANA 

Homer N. Metcalf 
Professor Emeritus, Horticulture 

Montana State University, Bozeman, Montana 

I have been retired from Montana State University for the past 
three years, and since I do not have a personal garden, I am not cur
rently doing anything with penstemons. 

However, some years ago, I grew a fairly extensive series of pents 
on the Experiment Station farms, and in general, I hold the genus in 
high esteem as herbaceous ornamentals for this area. The chief defect 
would appear to be the biennial growth habits of many of the species. 
Also, some of the larger-flowered species and. cultivars are not fully 
hardy here. Bozeman is at an elevation of approximately 1600 m, and 
has a short growing season of 100-110 days. Since our soils are well
supplied with calcium, those species which are calciphobes tend to 
languish under our conditions. 

The species native on the plains and foothills generally grow well, 
as do some species found in or on the margins of the lodgepole pine 
forests, but the shrubby pents I consider to be "snow-dependent" for 
survival, and their performance in the valley, where winter chinooks 
are frequent, leaves something to be desired (as does that of most 
broad-leaved evergreens here). A few species from the Great Basin 
deserts and from Mexico have proven hardy/showy. 

We early learned that the seeds of most species require stratifi
cation to germinate readily, with 60-90 days@ 5°C in moist peat being 
adequate treatment. 

We never undertook any breeding endeavors with pents. The late 
Mrs. Anna Johnson (Butte, Montana) found the naturally-occurring prob
able interspecific' hybrid known as 'Flathead Lake', which became the 
genetic bridge via which the late Glenn Viehmeyer achieved some other
wise difficult interspecific hybrids. We restricted ourselves to test 
plots of the various species plus some of the garden hybrids available 
through the APS Seed Exchange. We especially were seeking plants of 
suffruticose or clump-forming habit that perenniated well and which 
mi ght have meri t 'for use as ground covers. However, tall er-growing 
forms of ornamental merit were not neglected. The plots were not main
tained as long as would have been desirable because they became infest
ed with Canada thistle for which there was no really effective control 
at that time. Penstemons proved to be very susceptible to 2,4-D.' 

Some of the species that impressed us as promising for our condi
tions included: 

P. attenuatus, especially a hybrid form distributed as H69-36 by 
APS. 

P. campanulatus, fromAPS S70-63. 

30 



P. cardwellii, from APS S69-82, one of the few broad-leaved ever
green sub-shrubby forms to do well for us. 

P. caryi, from APS S69-38, a linear-leaved clump former, best 
grown at 9-12" spacing for rapid fill-in. 

P. confertus, forms from the Seed Exchange were quite variable, 
but some exhibited good cespitose habit. 

P. euglaucus, from APS S69-13, achieved 40% ground coverage in 2nd 
year. 

P. gentianoides, from APS S70-65, variable in habit, but estab-
1 i shed readi ly. 

P. hirsutus, some of the dwarfer forms make excellent ground 
covers. 

P. kunthii, from APS S70-66, exhibited good vigor and establish
ment, and was regarded as a promising ground cover. 

P. nitidus, a common native sp. in Montana that transplants read
ily from the wild, and which, if undisturbed, will self-sow; 
valued for early bloom, but probably not a good ground cover. 

P. pinifolius, one of the few "red"-flowered spp. to do well here, 
and a good ground cover, but very susceptible to 2,4-0. 

P. procerus & its var. !olmiei were considered to be very promis
ing as ground covers and very hardy. In fact, members of the 
Proceri group were among the best in perenniation. Some were 
collected from the wild in Montana. 

P. secundiflorus, from APS S69-61, with good low habit and glacous 
leaves. 

P. subserratus, from APS S69-24, was a good clump-former. 

P. virens, from APS S69-25, very low, cespitose habit; slow-spread
ing. 

P. unilateralis was one of the showier taller-growing species, but 
was defective in its tendency to bienniality. Could become an 
interesting cut flower to go with snapdragons, since it would 
provide blue, a color lacking in snaps. 

We returned seeds (open-pollinated) of many of the pents we grew 
to the APS Seed Exchange, but stock has not been maintained here. Prof. 
Dick Pohl has a few native pents in his ground-cover plantings, but 
nothing like the extensive list of them we grew a decade or more ago. 
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CUTTING EXCHANGE UPDATE 1983 

Mark McDonough 

In an effort to reduce costs, the questionnaire and notification 
of commencement of the cutting exchange have been combined here and 
mailed with the Bulletin. This will serve as the only reminder that 
the cutting exchange is now in progress, and that cutting~ can b~ sent 
any time during this winter, spring, or early summer (avo1d send1ng 
cuttings during July and August when it is hot). 

Which plants are acceptable candidates as cutting exchange mate
rial? All penstemon species are suitable; however, it is the intent of 
the exchange to locate rare species, especially those that ar~ not cur
rently in cultivation. Also, particularly good forms of spec1es are 
most welcome, i.e., those selected for exceptional flower color or 
flower size, distinctive foliage, compact plant habit, etc. The dona
tor should enumerate those characteristics that make the plant an ex
ceptional one. Hybrids and named selections are also desired, but I 
stress that only those plants that are known to be the real "McCoy" 
(the true plant that has been propagated vegetatively) should be con
sidered for donation. If the hybrid or named selection has been grown 
from seed then it should not be donated. If there is any doubt as to 
the authe~ticity to the name-attached to any penstemon, then do not 
donate that particular plant. This will reduce the possibility of dis
tributing improperly named plants. 

As it is the intent of this exchange to locate and disseminate 
hard-to-find penstemons, thus broadening the spectrum of species and 
hybrids in cultivation, the following list (in no way complete) gives a 
good indication of some of the penstemon~ t~at I would. like to s~e be
come available through the exchange: ab1et1nus, acaul1s, arenar1us,. 
arenicola, aridus, auriberbis, 'Breitenbush Blue', bracteatus, caesp1-
tosus (several subspecies), ~careus, californicus, 'Carol', cerrosen
~crandallii (several subspecies), cleburnei, 'Dog Mt.', dolius, 
elegantulus, filiformis, fruticosus v. scouleri: 'Charming', 'Mrs. 
Rutherford', fruticosus v. serratus 'Holly', glaucinus, 'Goldie', 
grahamii, guadalupensis, harbourii, hetero~o~us, keckii, 'Kewpie' ~ 
kingii, laetus ssp. roezlii, lentus, linarl01des (several subspec1es), 
'Martha Raye', 'Mayhem', moffattii, monoensis, montanus, ~, new
berryi (varieties 'Nada', 'Flora Johnson', 'Shasta'), pahutensis, ~
vus, personatus, peti 01 atus, pumil us, purpus ii, 'Pi nk Rock', retrorsus, 
TROsey', scapoides, seorsu~, 'S~per Sub', 'Six ~ill' . (the tru~ ~nglish 
hybrid, not the form seen 1n th1S country), te 1cenS1S, teucr1o1des, 
thompsoniae, washingtonensis, 'Weald Be~con' .English hyb:id), 
yampaensis, ~Ylus. Related genera: Ch1onophlla and Keck1ella are also 
welcome. 

If only a few of these became available, our gardens would be en
riched by their presence; and perhaps in our gardens we can grow. and 
enjoy rare (and in some cases endangered) penstemons, many of WhlCh we 
may never have the chance to see growing in wild habitats. I w~ll be 
taking cuttings from my own plants and hope to offer the follow1ng 
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species for the cutting exchange: 

P. baccharifolius 
P. caryi 
P. campanulatus 
P. discolor 
P. laricifolius 
P. linarioides ssp. coloradoensis 
P. parvulus 

. . Also, I have had some ~uccess growing several plants of ~
den11 from seed, and depend1ng on how they settle down from their re
cent 3000-mile move, I hope to have a few rooted cuttings available for 
the exchange. (See July 1982 APS Bull eti n. ) 

TIPS ON MAILING CUTTINGS: 

1. Select.healthy.cuttings on a day that is not too hot and dry. 
H~lf-rlpe cutt1ngs are best . Avoid flowering shoots. (See "Cut
t1ng Exchange Update," July 1982 APS Bulletin for more details on 
how to take cuttings.) 

2. Place cuttings of each variety in a plastic bag. Do not put more 
than one variety in a bag, as this can result in confUSlon. Ziploc 
bags work better than lightweight sandwich bags as there is less ' 
chance of the cuttings drying out from improper sealing of the 
bags .. Lab~l each variety clearly so that the label does not be
come 111eg1ble from water staining. While it would be ideal if 10 
~r more cuttings per variety could be donated, I realize that this 
1S not always possible; so fewer cuttings, or even one cutting from 
a very rare penstemon, will be appreciated . 

3. If sealed tightly, the, cuttings need not have any additional mois
ture.added to . the bags. However, I prefer to wrap the cuttings in 
a Sllghtly m01stened paper towel, as this seems to keep the foliage 
fresher . 

4. ~lace bagged and labelled cuttings in a small box or a padded mail-
1ng envelope . The latter is lightweight, rigid, very inexpensive, 
and generally available where stationery is sold. The cuttings may 
flatten a bit in the envelopes, but usually no harm results and 
proves to be a perfectly satisfactory method of mailing cuttings. 
A small box, however, will guarantee that no crushing of the cut
ting material can occur. 

5. Incl~de a list of those species and/or hybrids included and any 
pert1nant notes that may be "of interest regarding the plants. I 
have found US airmail to be fairly dependable and reliable (despite 
how much we gripe about the US mail). Also if a UPS office is 
nearby, then UPS shipment is also satisfactory. 

6. Cuttings should be sent to my home address: 
Mark McDonough 
4725 119th Avenue SE 
Bellevue, WA 98006 
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7. Distribution will be during September and October of 1983. 

One word of caution regarding plant names. It may be wise to not 
accept without question a plant name as it was attached to a particUlar 
plant when you received it. Refer to the Penstemon FieZd Identifier, 
state Floras, and other references to verify that what you have is 
named correctly. This will help to avoid the spreading of misnomers, a 
problem that plagues all of horticulture. 

I look forward to active participation in the exchange and believe 
that with your support, this can become a significant contribution to 
the American Penstemon Society and to the world of horticulture. Let's 
make this a success! 

REPORTS ON THE BEHAVIOR OF PENSTEMONS IN GARDENS 

(We are including both the 1981 and 1982 report from the 
North Platte Station since we did not report on the 1981 
activities in the December 1981 issue--Editor.) 

NORTH PLATTE STATION 1981-82 PENSTEMON UPDATE 
Dr. Dale Lindgren 

The highlight of the 1981 Penstemon growing season at North Platte 
was hosting the Midwest Section of the American Penstemon Society meet
ing on June 12 and 13. Twenty-one people registered at the meeting. 
There were three general plantings of seedling penstemon to view at the 
Station plots. These included the 1979, 1980 and 1981 plantings. The 
1981 plantings were not flowering so most attention was given to the 
1979 and 1980 plantings. The 1980 plantings included 446 plants and 
the 1979 plantings totaled 384 plants. 

There are several areas of interest we are concentrating on in the 
North Platte Station Penstemon program. These include: 

1. Selecting yellow flowering P. barbatus types and studying the 
inheritance of the yellow flower color. 

2. Species evaluation. 
3. Disease resistance in P. grandiflorus and 
4. Selection and evaluation of red foliaged P. digitalis. 

1. The source of the yellow flowering P. barbatus germ plasm at 
North Platte came from Gussie Schooley. We have made several selec
tions with compact growth, erect stems and with repeat blooming . These 
are being evalu~ted for possible release as named cultivars . We have 
also been studying the inheritance of the yellow-flower color. One of 
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the yellow-flowering selections appears to be at least partially self 
incompatible because we have had much difficulty in obtaining selfed 
seed. When we plant open pollinated seed from yellow-flowering field 
plants, flower colors segregate to oranges, yellows and occasionally a 
white. Plants from specific crosses of orange x yellow, yellow x 
orange, yellow selfed and orange selfed will flower for the first time 
in 1982 so we should have a better understanding of flower color inher
itance ~ith the orange, yellow and white P. barbatus selections. 

2. Several species of penstemons are being evaluated in the 1981 
field plantings. George Yingling sent me seed from 26 of Bruce Meyers' 
hybrids. Most of these populations did not survive the 1981-82 winter 
except for plants in population numbers 10, 11, 12, 14 and 25. 

Other species obtained through the seed exchange and commercial 
sources survived to varying degrees. 

3. The P. grandiflorus study has been selecting plants with low 
amounts of leaf spot disease with the goal of incorporating leaf-spot 
resistance into the population. 

4. The other main objective of the Penstemon program is to make 
better selections within the red-foliaged P. digitalis. We are looking 
for plants with more intense red foliage color and which also have pure 
white flowers. 

There are a number of other miscellaneous traits which we are 
studying in Penstemon at North Platte which will be expanded upon this 
year. 

Financial support from the Midwest Section of the American Penste
mon Society has been used for labor and supplies to support the program. 
These grants have been much appreciated. 

NORTH PLATTE STATION 1982 PENSTEMON UPDATE 

Dr. Dale Lindgren 

Although I am very interested in the breeding and selection of 
penstemon, my interest does not stop here. Species evaluation and 
native plant observations also are of interest. I have a picture of a 
field of P. grandiflorus growing approximately 20 miles south of North 
Platte. I estimated the field to total 50 to 60 acres. It was beautl
ful. I was surprised, though" to see very little variation in flower 
color in this population. Usually in the wild P. grandiflorus, a wide 
range of flower colors from white to dark lavender can be found. 

I have 35 plants of P. haydenii, the blow-out penstemon. It is 
doing very well the first year and hope it will overwinter and flower 
next year. It has quite a different plant habit than the other native 
penstemon found in Nebraska. 
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There are three main areas of penstemon breeding I am trying to 
make progress with here at North Platte. The first is working with the 
yellow and orange flowering P. barbatus. I was especially interested 
in the inheritance of flower color. It initially appears from this 
year's data that yellow is dominant over orange. Yellow x yellow pro
duced all yellow. Orange x yellow produced populations with about 50 
percent yellow-flowered plants and 50 percent orange-flowered plants. 
I had a limited number of plants so I need to repeat these crosses. It 
also appears that there could be some self incompatibility in this 
species. 

Some of you have seen the P. digitalis with white flowers and red 
foliage. I feel that these plants should be released as a cultivar 
either through seed or by cuttings. I would like comments on this pos
sibility. This population has been very hardy in overwintering sus
ceptibility as most of the other species we have evaluated. 

I am also evaluating P. grandiflorus for disease resistance. 
thought I was making progress until this year when all selections were 
infected. I have gone back to native populations and made selections 
with little or no disease this year. Hopefully, this goal will not end 
up being a dead-end project. 

BRIGITTE TURCOTTE, Laval, Quebec, 24 June 1982 

This year will be a great one for I received the robin the same 
day I became 22 years old. And early this morning I have taken out 
some young plants of Gerardia tenuifolia from a field that will be soon 
ravaged by bulldozers. Caring for Gerardia will help me to wait for my 
first penstemons. 

The climate in Montreal and vicinities is not the best for penste
mons, but I will try to start with P. hirsutus which is native here 
although I have never seen it. Penstemon pinifolius, which I bought 
last year, has not bloomed yet and entirely renewed its foliage this 
spri ng. 

W. H. Perron, the biggest nursery in Quebec, has added Chelone 
ob 1 i qua in thei r catalog; I had ordered it. but they sent me Che lone 
barbata. Selection of Reader'8 Dige8t Flower and Garden Plants Ency
clopedia says that Chelone barbata is a synonym for Penstemon barbatus, 
so I bought a penstemon without knowing it--and was very happy. It ' 
seems o.k. but no flower. 

In the seed list, I have chosen P. davidsonii because last year I 
saw it in good shape in Quebec city (Van den Hende garden, behind Place 
Ste-Foy Shopping Center). There was no flower any more, only some se~? 
pods, but I found the foliage beautiful. I have also chosen P. smallll 
because the Manual for Beginners says it succeeds in moist climates. I 
have no seedlings yet. 
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BETTY DAVENPORT, Pasco, Washington, 19 April 1982 

This has been a busy and learning spring for me. Most of my spare 
time has been spent in the garden and I am still behind. First, I re
ceived the seed list in January and ordered 11 packets plus Carl 's ~. 
digitalis and two packets from Park. All the seeds but Carl's were 
put in the refrigerator in moist vermiculite for six weeks. I then 
planted them in my 1-1-1 soilless mix. The tray was sprayed with cap
tan and the seed mixture was spread on each flat. I had germination in 
11 flats but had damping-off in two. Possibly when our nights are 
warmer the rest might come ~long. I used the lYanual for Beginners to 
select my seeds staying mostly with their suggestions. I was dis
appointed not to get germination of P. newberrYl and dwarf fruticosus. 
My Park's plants look as though two types are coming. One is quite 
similar to the other but has one cotyledon leaf. The other type has a 
second leaf that is round. There are three of these plants coming 
along. Seeds that are doing well are P. barbatus, Mex x (fasiculatus x 
peltanthera), 'Prairie Fire', Mex polycross x ~ar;yi, serrulatus, 
digitalis x calycosus, 'Husum Hills', and Park',s Blue of Zurich'. Can 
anyone tell me more about the last one? I have three similar penste
mons coming from Lamb's and have a nice plant of P. barbatus 'Praecox 
Nana' . 

30 June 1982 

I have been busy learning about penstemons this spring. My seed
lings continue to grow and one of the Mexican hybrids is blooming. P. 
'Ruby King' is in bloom and I love it, also my unknown barbatus hybrid 
which has a coral color. My plant of P. barbatus 'Praecox Nana', pur
chased locally, bloomed and is now setting seed. I purchased locally a 
small shrubby type with sparse blue flowers collected near Rimrock Lake 
in eastern Washington. The nursery is calling it Rimrock Special. Two 
other new plants showing buds are 'Royal Beauty' and 'Garnet', and I am 
waiting anxiously for them to open. 

In April a friend who is in the Nature Plant Society gave me sev
eral packets of penstemon seed she had collected. Those are now ready 
to plant today. I will report later if I have any success. 

I have made several trips for wildflowers and have found many new 
ones. In April Bob and I drove to the Blue Mountains in Oregon. Our 
plans were to go across the mountains at Tollgate and come out at Walla 
Walla in Washington. Snow detoured us and we finally dropped down to 
the Grande Rondo River near Troy, Oregon. There on the roadside I found 
my first penstemon of this year. I am not sure which species it was. 

Shortly after I sent for the Penstemon Field Identifier and took it 
with us last Sunday for another day in the Blue Mountains, this time on 
the Washington side. Snow still prevented us from going through to 
Tollgate. We found four penstemons and with the Identifier and several 
wildflower books I have made tentative identification. The dominate 
one is white which I feel must be P. deustus although not listed in the 
area in the Identifier but is listed as being found in the Oregon moun
tains. Along with this was one with a secund tyrse, flower lavender. 
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It seems to fit P. venustus. We found another one starting to appear 
just as P. venustus stopped around 4000 feet and it became the main pen
stemon at 5000 feet, changing from blue-lavender to a true blue at the 
higher elevations. I feel this might be P. pennellianus. Growing with 
P. ennellianus at around 4000 feet we found a large patch of Calochor
tus elegans Elegant Cats Ears), Heuchera cylindrica, orange Castilleja, 
Geum triflorum, and a large white flower. It was a spike. I have not 
determined a name for it. Perhaps when the pictures are back, I can 
find it in my wildflower books. Another one had small blue-violet 
flowers. P. humilis fits this one the best. I hope to get my pictures 
and pressed specimens to some one with more knowledge for positive 
identification. I am planning on returning to the same area the last 
of the month to get seed for myself and the seed exchange. 

BIRDIE PADAVICH, North Bend, Washington 

I can't complain of cold. It was 86° today and just cooked new 
transplanted plants. Isn't that the way it goes--cold and cloudy, 
then three or four hot days, then cloudy again. 

I lost a couple more of dieback that turns foliage a pale green 
before turning brown. I took some cuttings from the other side of the 
plant. They were penstemon from the Columbia gorge--gray foliage and 
deep red purple bells. I hated to lose the plant for it has been such 
a good rock garden plant. 

Last year I planted my penstemon seed in small plastic cups, froze 
them in the refrigerator deep freeze for a month, removed them and 
watered with warm water while still frozen, and set them in the re
frigerator for another month. I had quite good germination. I re
moved the cups and set the clumps of seedlings right in the ground. 
They went on growing without the setback of transplanting. I will di
vide the clumps after they get good sized. I always lose so many after 
the shock of transplanting. Maybe older plants will transplant easier 
with 1 ess shock. 

This year I planted my pent seeds in flats, covered with pumice 
meal from Crater Lake--have good germination. The flats were set out
side in March. Guess we had enough freezing to break the dormancy. 

Cuttings of the white fruticosus and rupicola bloomed this spring. 
It is not as good as P. 'John Bacher' but still good. I have a small 
plant of hirsutus, just a cluster of bloom but very cute in the rock 
garden. 

17 August 1982 

We have tried to grow the desert penstemons but they are short
lived in our damp, cold rain. There is such lovely deep color forms of 
the taller penstemon from Texas, New Mexico, Arizona. I brought home 
some grey-leaf pents from Nevada when we came home in March. They have 
not done a thing but are still alive. My garden has grown too shady 
over the years and the sun hits only in spots. 
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I have a pretty pink penstemon blooming in the rock garden--a 
hybrid cross of Mexican species from Myrt1e--about 15 inches high. If 
the seeds mature, I will send some around. 

I once kept P. gairdneri for two years and it bloomed well, but it 
could not stand the watering in the summer. They grew in the hot sage
brush foothills around Ellensburg. 

2 October 1982 

The phlox and some of the penstemons from Copper Basin are green 
and growing. I would like to go back there and stay a few days, really 
look around at the snow line on some of those snowy mountains for there 
must be some treasures there. 

The cuttings of the hybrid newberryi have all rooted. The old 
plant slowly died branch by branch. I transplanted some of Meyers' 
hybrids this afternoon. I also have plants of 'Flathead Lakes' ready 
to go in the ground and hope they are of the original strain. I have 
not had them in years. I have grown many by that name but they never 
turn out to be the old 'Flathead' typical. I believe Olga Johnson sent 
it in. She lived at Flathead Lake in Montana when we first started the 
Penstemon Society. 

LILLIAN McBRIDE, Spokane, Washington, 28 June 1982 

I have eleven flats of pent seedlings from last year's planting, 
fortunately too as all my pents but two a1pinusdied this winter or 
spring. A1pinus grows easily for me and blooms over several seasons. 

September 1982 

I lost my old plants during last winter and though my first plant
ing (l:; pkgs. from the seed exchange) was almost a total loss, the 
second planting, perhaps because the packets spent the intervening 
time in the refrigerator, produced a bountiful array of plants. So far 
no bloom except of Linaria (not sure if it was seeded in my plant soil 
or if someone had considered it a beautiful yellow pent and included 
it as such). Here it is a weed; and though lovely, we call it toadflax 
and the farmers fight it. 

One thing I remember about P. palmeri. It grew at Charley Thur
man's place on the prairie and it always smelled of honey. 

CHARLIE THURMAN, Mead, Washington 

About seed sowing, I have tried all sorts of methods and what 
works well for one thing does not necessarily work for another. My 
problem has always been getting transplanting done on time so I have 
resorted to planting in flats and letting the seedlings grow on a 
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couple of years and then setting them out in the garden, the lazy way. 

FAITH MACKANESS, Corbett, Oregon 

I sow seed of ~. hirsutus pygmaeus almost every year for little 
tuffets of bloom to slip in bare spots along the front of the late 
border. I have success with P. barbatus and digitalis x ca1ycosus in 
the big sunny border even though they are short-lived with so much com
petition. The crimson-flowered form of P. newberryi with those fabu
lous hairy exerted white stamens bloomed in the scree for weeks. It 
looked lovely with the various Lewisias. 

Audrey and Geoff Williams, North Vancouver, B.C., Canada 

It is penstemon time around here with a great display of shrubbies, 
all mixed up, I am afraid. But P. fruticosus v. scou1eri is from cut
tings taken in B.C. and is genuine. P. 'Holly' is also true to name as 
is P. cardwellii 'John Bacher'. These last two do extremely well and 
are so easy from cuttings made in September. They will root and flower 
next spring. The white form of P. rupico1a that I got from Bob Putnam 
in Kirkland is out. I wonder how long it will flourish. I must take 
the time to try and key out the rest of the pink ones, the deeper pink, 
and the violet blue but they are probably hybridized. 

THELMA CHATFIELD, Seattle, Washington 

I have found that Hieracium welwitchii is a wonderful plant to 
grow near Pents. It likes the same conditions and its smooth, grey 
velvet rosettes are a splendid foil when the lilac pents drip over and 
through them. I usually cut off the tallish yellow flowers and grow 
the plants for foliage alone until late in the season when the stems 
are shorter. Most Hieraciums, Hawk weeds, usually are to be avoided 
but not this one. 

ALTHA MILLER, Issaquah, Washington, 23 June 1982 

Penstemons have bloomed much more than usual. P. 'John Bacher' 
had a good display and P. procumbens was covered with bloom. It bloomed 
for the first time this year. Another penstemon grew from just a small 
plant to about three feet across this year and flowered. I have never 
seen one plant put on so much growth in one year. Last year I planted 
seed of P. newberryi, but it did not come up until this spring. Cut
tings of P. newberryi made in California last year bloomed this year. 
I cannot get excited about its bloom. 
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29 Augus t 1982 

Quite a few of our rhododendrons were badly scorched in June but 
seem to be pulling out of it quite well. A few da~s ago I fo~nd three 
small seedlings of P. pygmaeus* in one of my seedl1ng pots Wh1Ch I am 
sure were not up earlier and one plant had two blossoms. I had checked 
the pots a few weeks before and feel sure they were not up earlier. 

We saw a lot of pents at the Northwest Chapter meeting. As we 
started up into the mountains, we found a beautiful, vigorous plant 
growing along the road. It was later more or less tentatively;denti
fied as P. palmeri--grey foliage and the flowers ranged in color from 
white to deep rose. 

*Since there is no P. pygmaeus, is this hirsutus ssp. pygmaeus?--Editor 

IZETTA RENTON, Snoqualmie, Washington, 1 June 1982 

It will soon be time for the penstemon meeting again. I am having 
luck with the rooted cuttings from last year, some from the Mount Shas
ta trip and some from species gathered years before. 

I have three half barrels ready for plants from the high plateaus 
of Idaho, Montana, Arizona and Nevada with limestone chips used in the 
medium and for a mulch. Now we will see if the plants from those lo
cations like it. I have a large square cedar container planted with 
P. davidsonii ssp. menziesii that has been covered with bloom for the 
last two weeks. Very nice. This grows not far from here in several 
locations and there are some lovely color variations in them. 

I see a large very dwarf plant of P. rupicola in full bloom in the 
garden now and a lovely reddish one from Salmon La Sac Country. T~e 
foliage of this one is a sort of metalic.blue-green and the.plant.1s 
between 4 and 6 inches. The rooted cutt1ngs of P. newberrY1 are 1n 
bloom and I have them in new beds. 

I wonder why Bruce Meyers has such wonderful luck with the small 
shrubby ones. Is it his soil or the lava rock he builds his beds with? 
Maybe it is the weather there at his place. Anyway, he has such beau
tiful healthy looking plants in his garden. 

8 August 1982 

The pents we collected this year look fine as of now. I had sev
era 1 tubs ready for them ane!, some were mi xed with 1 ime chi ps. The 
plants seem to like this and only time will tell. 

We did collect many little treasures beside penstemons: daisies, 
phlox, Petrophytums, Anemones, Allium~ Dodecatheon, ~entians, Dryas, 
Lewisias, Mertensias, Silene, small v1olets, Synthyr1s, etc. 

We noted an odd thing about the little pents from the high plateau 
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country as you will find both grey-foliaged and green-foliaged plants 
that look exactly alike otherwise. It cannot be the soil because they 
will grow within a few inches of each other. The shape and colors of 
flowers and habit of growth are the same too. We found one species 
that has foliage that looked like grass it is so narrow and only a 
fraction of an inch high. The flowers are a gorgeous blue. All look 
fine, but what will they be like next spring? I will cover the con
tainers with plastic for the winter with stakes to hold it up off the 
plants and to keep the rain off. 

19 October 1982 

All the tubs of treasures I collected this summer are looking 
fine and soon I will take the glass off and put clear plastic over 
them for winter. Our mountains right behind the garden are white half
way to the bottom today. 

VIRGINIA LEVEL, Seattle, Washington, 7 August 1982 

The cuttings of P. scouleri given to me took and are in the gar
den. They have grown so slowly; a few have bloomed. 

P. hirsutus bloomed really well and is showing seed. 
those and see if they do well. 

P. glandulosus is still in bloom and pretty. 

BETTE PETERSON, Seattle, Washington, August 1982 

wi 11 try 

Some of the pents are coming along well and others are very 
cranky, such as 'Floradale Mix' which has been in bud a whole two weeks. 
It will probably bloom in a January blizzard, maybe! Spring was too 
cool for much germination so I sowed a few left over seeds in June, and 
a few are up including an eastern Washington pent sent to me by Betty 
Davenport, a new member. If it turns out to be serrulatus, it dies a 
quick death which leads me to a conclusion. This area is very, very 
green with grey skies and purple either disappears or looks depressing, 
and there is a trifle too much purple in many penstemons. The Dasan
thera group seem to be the best for me. 

As for my penstemons in general, P. murrayanus is growing fast but 
probably will not bloom this year. P. davidsonii has had a very hard 
time of it; some, however, are still living and stretching their legs 
slightly. There are several others but I will not report on them until 
they bloom. 
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NINA PRICE, Klamath Falls, Oregon, July 1982 

We have high altitude here, over 4000 feet. We also have late 
springs and sometimes early falls. It is dry with not much rain in 
the summer and the nights are cool but the days are warm. 

Our most familiar and most beautiful local penstemon is P. specio
sus. There are several variations of P. procerus, P. cinicola and P. 
confertus. I have P. wilcoxii, P. albertinus, P. glaber, P. pinifolius, 
P. nitidus, two variations of P. procerus, P. peckii, P. davidsonii, . 
P. caespitosus, P. speciosus, P. cinicola, P. ~'ObosuS, P. richardsonil, 
P. davidsonii ssp. menziesii, P. eriantherus, . barbatus and P. 'In
dian Jewels' that I got from Park Seed Company many years ago. I also 
have numerous seedlings, some of which are crosses from P. barbatus. 

In the 'Indian Jewels' seedlings, some are tall and some are 
short; some are lovely shades of pink or red and a few are magenta
toned. Many of these plants are over ten years old. 

All of my penstemons are planted in full sun with some in coarse 
sandy-gravely soil beds and others are in my regular garden loam which 
is a little on the clayey side. 

November 1982 

We have had a little more rainfall than usual this year, 9.87 
inches to date, and that is two inches above the 38 year average. The 
wildflower displays have been beautiful and interesting. 

While we were deer hunting, I saw an area with a rough rock-faced 
bluff where crevices and ledges were filled with P. deustus. I col
lected some seed because I admired the tenacity of the plants to grow 
and bloom under such adverse conditions. The flowers are very small 
and not a pretty color, sort of a dirty white. 

I have several shades of red in my P. barbatus. They range from 
orange reds to rose-toned reds and now I have some of the pale yellow 
ones raised from Gussie Schooley's seed. In fact, in my beds, I have 
a conglomeration of colors in pinks, reds, and purples. I think the 
'Indian Jewels' have crossed and recrossed with my red P. barbatus un
til I do not know what to call them. Some are three to four feet tall 
and some are low. 

I only water once a week; our water rates are increasing. I no
tice that many of the penstemons tend to sprawl if they get plenty of 
water. 

VIVIENNE HAROLD, Newport, Oregon, 27 April 1982 

Penstemon 'Martha Raye' is blooming nicely, P. newberryi is budded 
along with another one but I have lost the tag and hope I can identify 
it when it blooms. 
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I moved the penstemon planters under the glass section of the cool 
house in hopes of more heat. The plants of P. 'Ruby King' that were 
stripped of bloom and leaves in the garden by the high wind are lea!i~g 
out again, but the same kinds in the front yard are dead. The~
talis have wintered nicely. I shall try some outdoors. The Madellne 
Modic hybrids wintered nicely under a fuchsia bush. 

19 July 1982 

I have P. newberryi-berryi and I like it. The blooms are a bit 
stiff but a gorgeous color. I have been using ground bark (fir-cedar) 
for years. It is equal to peat and certainly cheaper. 

My new bloom is P. acuminatus with many dainty sky-bl~e blooms. I 
am hoping for seed. I am afraid I.wil~ lose my.Seeba hy~rld.pe~stemons. 
I moved one into a pot with some 11me ln the s011 but thlnk lt lS t?O 
far gone; they are just sitting. They ?riginated in N~br~ska so ~hlnk 
it may be the soil. Some hot weather mlght help, but lt lS not 11kely 
to reach 70°. 

KEN HIXSON, Eugene, Oregon, 6 May 1982 

Penstemon news here is rather scant. P. barrettiae is just start
ing to open, P. globosus is just open, and a few.Meyers' hybrids re-. 
sembling P. davidson;i. Promise for the future lS offered by ~
col.a.,P. ca.rdwell;i, and P. fruticosus. P. corymbosus died back last 
summer, but is now coming back well. P. p;nifolius has never done well 
so the comments by Mark McDonough in the Spring '82 Ameriean Roek Gar
den Soaiety BuZZetin about P. pinifolius liking a somewhat richer soil 
seems to give the hint that I should move the plant, or better yet, 
take cuttings and try them in various other locations. 

JACK GUGGOLZ, Cloverdale, California, August 1982 

Penstemon season has been just about finished here for several 
weeks. P. bridgesii, gentionoides. pseudospectabilis, campanulatus, 
and 'Flathead Lake' , coral, all sprawlers, are still carrying on feebly 
and will probably continue to bloom sporadically until the rains start, 
probably in October. Even my everblooming P. heterophyllus ssp. Purdy 
that has had at least a few blooms on it for about five years is now 
without a single flower. Maybe it is because I did not cut it back 
when the main blooming period was over because I wanted to get a lot of 
seed. In past years I have trimmed some plants back quite severely and 
those plants would bloom again in the fall. These plants got quite a 
bit less summer watering than in the past too. 

I gave a plant of 'Flathead Lake', coral. to a friend of mine and 
a natural seedling from that plant has the most intense royal purple 
flower that I have ever seen in a penstemon. Of course. I win try to 
start cuttings from it. 
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We have a small rock garden with too much clay in the soil to keep 
penstemons happy but have some there anyway. P. procerus ssp. brachy
anthus. rupico1a, and davidsonii are doing quite well vegetatively but 
bloomed poorly. P. cardwe11ii is too coarse and tall to look good. 
There was a nice clump of P. fruticosus about two feet long by six 
inches wide between two large rocks but a mole decided to make a high
way out of that spot and he kept undermining until the plant gave up 
and died. A P. richardsonii bloomed for two seasons but just up and 
died after blooming this year. 

I planted seed from the 1980 APS seed exchange and some did not 
show up at all the spring of 1981. but in 1982. P. sma11ii and P.~
ta1is came up like weeds. I now have more than 50 plants of eaCh in 
pots and am wondering what I am going to do with all of them. Inci
dentally. I have been giving my penstemon seedlings a shot of fish 
emulsion about every two weeks and they really seem to appreciate it. 

VIRGINIA CARLSON. Fullerton, Cal ifornia, August 1982 

We have had crazy mixed-up weather, a very cold June followed by 
an almost instantly hot July, then a cold and humid August. The humid
ity this morning was 80% and the temperature in the house was 75° F. 
Usually in August we have warm temperatures and humidity at around 15% 
to 35%. 

This year I started several packets of seed. Because of the dry
ing winds that we get frequently, I devised my own greenhouses from 
plastic milk jugs. I cut them almost in half but leave a small part 
about an inch long that acts as a hinge. I fold the top back and place 
seed pots in the bottom half of the jug. I then bend the top back in 
place over the bottom half, making a small enclosed greenhouse. It 
works very well. I get some germination early but some do not sprout 
until the weather gets warm. I have one P.procerus ssp. to1mei seed
ling and one P. hirsutus seedling from Yingling's seed which were in a 
robin. 

I now have some Meyers' hybrids (07-81) which are not very tall 
and have several stems per plant. They have rather broad stems and are 
a Mexican species x parryi. The H-23 has two in bloom with rather 
lanky curving stems and a few pretty pink flowers. I hope they do not 
die after one blooming period. H-27 does not look much different and 
one plant of that hybrid is in bloom and looks identical to H-23 on 
casual observation. 

P. digitalis has survived and bloomed for two years but it does 
not add a whole lot to the garden. An apple blossom, 'Flathead Lake' 
type is in bloom but not very lush. It is planted in lean soil but I 
expected more of it. I may make some cuttings and see if it will do 
better in better soil. I use my mini greenhouses for cuttings also. 
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LORING M. JONES. Moscow. Idaho. 14 July 1982 

I am in the process of establishing a small plot for penstemons in 
the back yard here in Moscow. The ground is" fa 11 owi ng" now and wi 11 
be treated with "Roundup" and then covered with gravel for fall p1 ant
ing. I experienced success with a Penstemon fruticosus transplantation 
from a native stand last year. It had a few blossoms this spring and 
is gradually reestablishing itself. Also I had success germinating 
seed from an unknown species from the Paddy Flat area near McCall, 
Idaho, as well as a few germinated seedlings of P. ambiguus. 

P. venustus grows well in certain areas here in North Idaho. They 
are found on basaltic outcroppings, particularly on road cuts. ~
meri has been introduced by the State Department of Transportation. 
This year it bloomed profusely along the Clearwater River just east of 
Lewiston, Idaho. It is sporadic on the Whitebird grade near Grange
ville and has been quite abundant along the Interstate right-of-way be
tween Boise and Twin Falls, Idaho. 

I have seed of Penstemon venustus, P. palmeri, P. strictus, P. an
~ustifo1ius, P. ambiguus, P. triphyl1us, P. racilis, P. pseudospecta
bi1is, f~ciosus and several "unknowns" which I hope to have keyed 
out before too long) which I will be glad to share with anyone inter
ested. There will be other collections from native stands as time goes 
on. 

I hope everyone has had a opportunity to read the article by 
Crosswhite and Crosswhite in the Volume 3, Number 3, Autumn 1981 of 
Desert Plants entitled "Hummingbirds as Poll inators of Flowers in the 
Red-Yellow Segment of the Color Spectrum, with Special Reference to 
Penstemon and the 'Open Habitat. '" Students of plant evolution will 
find this a departure from the theories of Vavi10f on the origin of 
plant species, or perhaps it helps to confirm them. 

ADA DUNCAN, Buffalo, Wyoming, 22 June 1982 

We have had one of the coolest months of May and June on record! 
Everything is slow. At last I had good germination on yellow penste
mons from the seed that Myrtle's daughter sent me. I need to trans
plant them before I set them out. 

When I was in Montana, I spied a penstemon that was creamy on 
rather a tall stem (grayish-green). I dug it up and brought it home. 
There was a small one near the mother plant in a clump of prairie 
grass. I probably would not have brought it home had it not been on a 
trail where traffic goes. It was in between car tracks. 

FRANCES BURRELL, Lovell, Wyoming, June 1982 

The garden is in all of its penstemon glory. Fully aware that it 
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is not landscaped, not a picture of curves carefully planned as to 
height, species, color, and yet I love it for its exciting masses of 
color. It definitely is not a rock gardener's delight, but would ap
peal to midwesterners or plains people who have been nurtured on North 
Platte hybrids. I plan to attend the Northwest meeting, not as a 
gardener but for its mountain experience. Another appearance at a Mid
western meeting would be of more value. Every day additional pents 
open to contribute to the expanse of color--wanton, beserk, vibrant 
electric, totally unplanned. My extreme enjoyment is in knowing of' 
parts of their origin. That reminds me of a large euonymous shrub, al
ways in need of shaping, that grew from a cutting sent to me by Grace 
Sayer whose recent death was noted in today's Billings Gazette. Sev
eral of us knew her as a member of this Robin. Her husband was APS 
president for a short time before his death. Both were active in the 
Northwest penstemon group. 

One of.the surprises this morning is the emergence and blossoming 
of P. grand1florus from a crowded mass of phlox and shasta daisies. It 
seemed to have disappeared from disease, but its beautiful grey-green 
leaves show no sign of discoloration. Perhaps it enjoys being crowded. 

For years I have been chasing that midwestern dream of a colorful, 
open-belled, vigorous, medium-sized pent that would blossom all around 
the stem, and I would cheerfully yank out poor performers. Two in the 
garden are now non-secund. Seeds of one have been planted for a number 
of years and the results are consistent. The deep cherry pink of a 
Utah hybrid, seeded for fewer years, is usually the same, but plants 
can turn out to be one-sided. One prize clump is definitely all the 
way around so I will be sticking to its seeds and also dividing the 
clump. For me it is a jewel. 

Yellow barbatus this,year is blooming with the other pents, and 
could be mixing with them. Last year it bloomed after all others had. 
I have pots and pots and pots of them and know not what to do with them, 
having planted all I care for, and having given many away. Once again 
I will say that I think it is breeder material, not too striking as a 
garden ornamental. 

KIP PHILLIPS, Mandan, North Dakota, June 1982 

I lost many pents this winter because of all the rain; it has been 
horrible. I still do not have all of my flower beds cleaned out and 
they are blanketed with elm seedlings. If I could just turn them under 
it would be great. 

I thought I had lost al1" of my P. cobaea crosses (they are white) 
but I found tw~ plants ready to bloom. The 'Avalon' hybrids that I had 
and thought were gone too are still with me. One is a deep purple and, 
one is a dark lavender. They are ~andiflorus x murrayanus. I had 
an or~nge one several years ago but it did not set any seed. P. glaber 
has d1sappeared and I guess I will have to plant some more seed. I 
also lost all of my strong P. albidus and houses have been built where 
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I used to collect seed. P. gracilis seems to be gone too unless there 
are some seedlings that I have not seen yet. 

P. hirsutus is still thriving and some of them have gotten quite 
deep in color, rather nice. I got the seed from Ralph Bennett years 
ago. 'Prairie Queen', which is white, is still blooming nicely. 

The prairies are absolutely beautiful this year. They look like 
the green of Ireland, if you have seen pictures of that country or 
have be~n there. It is hard to believe all that one can see around 
here th1S year. 

There are lots of P. albidus and P. angustifolius here and there 
in small areas. I think I saw P. nitidus along 1-94 but could not 
stop. 

. The vet~h that is in bloom looks almost like penstemon when driv-
1ng by the,f1elds. They are 6 to 8 inches high in lavender, pink and 
purple. H11~s fu~l of yellow.clover are also in bloom. The top of 
one of the h111s 1S covered w1th P. albidus, mustard, spurge and other 
~pes.of yellow flowers. I need to take my field guide with me to 
1dent1fy flowers that I have not seen bloom for many years. 

There are many birds here this summer that usually do not stay 
such as la:ks, buntings in huge numbers, and warblers. The spring has 
been so ra1ny that the ducks are walking. 

I have no~ cleaned out my beds in the rock garden but P. caespito
~us should be 1n bloom there. P. pinifolius came through the winter 
1n good shape. I had one P. barbatus left last year and 1 hope it set 
a few seed. 1 have not gotten to that part of the big garden yet so 
do not know what is back there. 

ROSE SIGURDSON, Eth~idge, Montana, June 1982 

1 was really pleased with how all the pents I have came through 
the winter ~n such good shape, much better than some other years. The 
Scharf hybr1ds have seeded themselves in the wildflower garden with 
the chokecherry tree and the Yucca glauca. Some of them have been 
cro~ded out by grass, which is one of my worst problems along with dan
dellons and sucker sprouts from the chokecherry tree. I have started 
us~ng a herbicide, Tri~x by Ortho, and with hand weeding and any other 
thlng I can do to eradlcate these weeds, especially the encroaching 
grass, h~pe to get the bed, which is on the north end of the vegetable 
garden, 1n shape for future plantings of pents. I also have a planting 
of the pink Scharf hybrid in the flower garden bv the house which sur-
vived the winter and is all budded out. v 

. P. ni~idus, qrowinq in this flower qarden in company with Iris 
mlssourenS1S and next to a clump of peonies, had only one short bloom 
stalk on it ~his spring but has grown into a sizable clump of small 
plantlets WhlCh should have a good show of bloom next year if it does 
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not get too dry. Nitidus in the wild bloomed on short stalks this 
spring as the prairie was dry, all the wildflowers were short, the best 
looking specie of wildflower I saw this spring was Oxytropis dericea, 
a yellow tinted white milkvetch or locoweed. 

The two species of P. attenuatus are both growing well; the cream 
colored species growing under the chokecherry tree has increased in 
size of plantlets but has only a few stalks of budded flowers. The 
blue-colored specie is just about to bloom and the clump is slowly in
creasing in size. P. confertus has many stalks of bloom about to 
flower. I thought it was about to die out but conditions of moisture, 
etc., must have been just right for pents as they all seem to have 
lived and increased. 

The clump of P. strictus from one small plant last year has many 
stems of budded bloom. This is a lovely blue-flowered plant. The two 
plants of the 'Flathead Lake' hybrid with the lovely scarlet pink 
flowers are also doing well, so all in all, I am very pleased with the 
specimens I have. Just wish I could get seeds to grow for me. 

September 1982 

All of my varieties bloomed well this summer as did my Yucca 
glauca. I was really thrilled with it and the pink Scarf P. Saskatoons' 
looked so well with the cream-colored spikes of bloom. I think it is 
quite remarkable the way all of these plants grow well under and around 
the Chokecherry tree. It must have deep roots that penetrate into the 
drain field of our septic tank for it to grow so well uncultivated. It 
also sends out roots close to the surface of the soil, sending out 
numerous suckers which I have to prune off twice a year to keep it from 
forming a thicket and crowding everything else out. 

We have had·a total of approximately six inches of rain this year, 
but most of it came at the right time and everyone raised a good crop 
of grain. The grass is a little short on the prairie. Water has gone 
up in price to $5.00 for 1000 gallons from the town pump in Shelby so I 
was just as glad I did not get a garden planted as it would have had to 
be watered. The flower plantings had no water except for the rain. 

I find that fall planting of plants does well here for it is cooler 
and they do not suffer with the heat and lack of moisture as much as 
they would during the heat of Summer and I never seem to get them 
started early enough in the spring. 

December 1982 

Last fall in October I set out some new plantings of penstemons by 
cutting off part of the old clump that had perenniated. The offshoots 
looked about ready to root although I am not really sure when they do 
send down their roots, in the fall or in the spring. Does anyone know 
for sure? Anyway, we had l~ inches of rain in the middle of September 
and the ground was nice and damp. Also. it was still warm enough for 
things to grow. I have been checking them quite often. We do not have 
snow cover yet; just light snowfalls that melt within a week or so. 
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The clumps still look green and healthy. I set out a cream-colored 
P. attenuatus, P. strictus, the pink 'Saskatoon', and one plant of the 
'Flathead Lake' type. This was a fully-rooted plant and I set the 
plants in an area I had cleared of grass and weeds with the diluted 
Triox. It will be interesting to see how well they will grow. 

MARK McDONOUGH, Bellevue, Washington, April 1982 

(Mark and Sukii have moved from Massachusetts to Bellevue, 
Washington. Since Cliff Lewis has married the former 
Luella Moulton and they are now living in her house, Mark 
and Sukii are living in Cliff's former house in Bellevue. 
They will thus be able to maintain Cliff's lovely garden 
and add to it with plants that Mark shipped to Cliff. 
The following is from Mark's robin letters. Note the 
nursery he intends to start.--Ed.) 

My wife and I are moving! We have not been in our house long, 
but we have made the decision to move to Seattle, Washington, a place 
where I have always wanted to live. We are excited about our plans to 
move, but also realize that a great deal of work will be involved. 
This decision occurs at a time when I have started many projects, in
cluding starting a mail order nursery. I will postpone this idea for 
one year only but you can count on seeing Terrae-Novae Gardens amon~ 
the ranks of commercial growers in the not too distant future. I wlll 
be specializing in several genera, along with many other plants. One 
such special interest group will, of course, be penstemons, and I hope 
to have the largest listing available commercially within a few years. 
However, for the APS members, I hope to receive cuttings next fall 
(late fall, or preferably in early spring) for a late summer distribu
tion. The cutting exchange will be a good way for members to obtain 
"true-to-name" hybrids and rare species at nominal costs. I will be 
acting as a cutting exchange director, although I hope that a south
western USA member will take care of the larger and tenderer species. 
I will gladly take full responsibility (with Sukii's help) in preparing 
cuttings, receiving cuttings, doing the necessary mailings and the 
eventual distribution. I think this could be a great plus for the 
society and may aid in attracting new members. 

The planned move involves quite a complicated relocation plan, 
the most important being my plants. I have already made arrangements 
to send plants out to Seattle, with people receiving and potting up and 
caring for my plants. I have been sending out 50 to 70 plants a week, 
with the eventual goal of sending out about 2000 or more different 
plants! I just cannot leave them behind although I am trying to sell 
most of the duplicates, which can be many as some plants are in quanti
ties of 50 to 60 plants per species. 

I am excited about growing a lot of penstemons as they have been 
very popular so far. I have sold most of the penstemons that I had for 
sale, and must propagate more although I have not tried selling ~
~oJC yet, and I have about 60 plants to sell. I find that very few 
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Easteners grow penstemons although they want to, so they buy whatever I 
have. I will also be specializing inalliums, of which I have over 100 
species. Surprisingly, these have been very popular, perhaps because 
no other nursery offers them for sale, and because I searched for some 
of the choicest species. 

Some of the penstemons in the cold frame are doing very nicely, 
and are far ahead of outdoor plants, and look terrifically healthy by 
being protected by foul weather. Penstemon pruinosus is a fine foliage 
plant with cupped bluish green foliage. Perhaps it will flower this 
year. ~. laricifolius ssp. laricifolius looks superb, a concise mound 
sending up six flowering stalks. Penstemon parvulus is sending up 
fresh green stems that lead one to think that it will flower soon. I 
planted a nice young specimen of P. nitidus in a large wide clay pot 
(planted for effect for ARGS show) which is budded and ready to bloom. 
In the same large pot is a six-year old dome of Phlox diffusa v. 
longistylis, Saxifra a caes itosa, Erio onum umbellatum, Erigeron com
positus (dwarf pink form, Erigeron clokeyi dwarf hairy species from 
Cali~o~nia), several flowering pussy paws--Calyptridium umbellatum v. 
caudlclferans, a marvelous legume, Astragalus amphioxys from Utah with 
a small tuft of rounded silver leaflets and a few individual large, 
bright pink flowers on three-inch stems. My original plant of P. caryi, 
now going on five years old, is looking very good and will most likely 
bloom in May in the frame. I have many seedlings of this coming along 
although I have already sent many to Washington. Spring rains bring 
prolific germination. Many penstemons have germinated although I can 
only think of the following off the top of my head: P. deustus (tan 
form), P .. caryi, P. glaber, P. eriantherus, P. laricifolius ssp. exili
folius, P. buckleyi, P. Ericopsis hybrids, P. leiphyllus, P. discolor, 
P. garrettii and others. 

Everyone has been talking about damping off problems and chemicals 
to curb this. But when I read the incredible list of warnings on some 
of the chemicals, I shudder to think of the potential danger in using 
them. So, I will stick to sowing my seed out of doors where fresh air 
will all but eliminate any damping off problems. It is surprising 
but when seedlings germinate outside and are naturally hardened off and 
if the seedlings are sown in well-drained sandy mix, it is amazing how 
much weather they will tolerate. Even the dry land pents, such as the 
Ericopsis section, can withstand lots of rain without fear of damping 
off. Inside, I could never get one to grow. Using fans would help re
duce this problem if one must sow indoors, a method used very success
fully by one grower I know. 

I find that the spring rains bring lots of germination. I love to 
go out and inspect the seed flats after a good soaking rain to see what 
has come up. 

KENNETH and ROBIN LODEWICK, Eugene, Oregon 

Rather than list everything in the garden, we are just going to 
indicate changes. (Our garden list in last year's Bulletin can be a 
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reference for the species not mentioned this year.) 

Most important, a big new scree bed should soon appear at the 
front of the house. After removing a boxwood foundation hedge and some 
lawn, we plan to mound up some gravel and move in a variety of mainly 
native plants, including several penstemons. This also gives us a 
chance to remodel a lawn that is awkward to mow, being bumpy on the 
flat part and so steep it gets scalped on the rise to the sidewalk. 
One large flowered white rhododendron, a young Alberta spruce (former 
Christmas tree) and a prostrate yew will remain near the house as will 
another small, violet-flowered rhododendron. 

Penstemons to be moved into the new bed include P. hirsutus Pyg
maeu~ and P. serru~atus, ~hich have proved they can take more watering. 
We wlll also expenment wlth other low-growers like P. pinifolius and 
P. fruticosus serratus 'Holly' to find out whether they can be used as 
ground covers. This will be quite interesting. 

The surprise in our old penstemon bed was that the plant we hoped 
was P. c~rrosensis is actually two plants, the identified one being 
~tel. Could the second one still be P. cerrosensis? Meanwhile, 
what we thought was P. clutei nearby may be P. superbus. Our glorious 
blue P. glaber seems to have died, probably because it was on the edge 
of the scree, close to the lawn, and got more water than it should. 
Actually few new plants went in this year. The only notable ones are 
two seedlings of P. haydenii which supposedly is hard to germinate and 
maintain. These did fine in Crater Lake pumice pressed gently into 
the top layer of soil, put into the freezer for a week, and then set 
outside. The two youngsters are still in the pot awaiting space in 
the scree. 

SHIRLEY BACKMAN, Reno, Nevada, September 1982 
(Shirley and Carl were in Holland for a year where Carl was 
teaching.--Editor) 

It is good to be back from Holland. There were lovely flowers 
everywhere but few penstemon. The only ones I saw were in the main 
garden of the Nijmegen Park where there were various labeled plants on 
four levels including geraniums and marigolds and more petunias than 
I had ever seen before in that country. The penstemons were labeled 
varieties and one plant of the two small groups that were included in 
the border had one sickly bloom. 

ROBERT CONDIT, Marana, Arizona, 14 June 1982 

Our lone P. superbus plant has lived up to its name. The plant 
began to bloom in March and has just recently stopped putting on a 
show. It began by sending out three main stems that eventually elon
gated to six feet each and bloomed profusely throughout March and 
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April. About the first of May when it looked like the show might be 
over, the plant began to send out branches from the main stems, begin
ning from the bottom, and these have continued to give a nice display 
up until just recently when the June heat has finally brought an end 
to this year's bloom. The stems were so long they had to be,propped 
up with stakes. Before this, the decumbent stems did survive several 
brushes with ours and the neighbors' children; and since the plant is 
in one corner of the carport, it had a couple of close calls with our 
car's tires. This plant and one of P. eatonii that were planted in 
the spring of 1981 showed no signs of growth or new foliage all last 
year. I thought a plant had to put out some new leaves at least once 
in awhile to remain alive and was concerned that the plants were not 
going to live although they remained green and healthy looking. While 
both plants began to grow this winter, P. eatonii did not bloom. The 
glandular hairs on the corolla of P. superbus added to their attrac
tiveness as they would glisten in the sunshine. 

I have been thinning out several hundred P. parryi and P. psuedo
spectabilis that have started from seed this winter. It is hard to do 
but I feel that they would otherwise be too thick and that none of the 
plants would do well unless they were thinned. 

P. subulatus is another one of our local species that I identified 
this year for the first time. Except for the somewhat narrower leaves, 
the plant looks very similar in leaf shape and coloring to P. eatonii. 
The corollas are quite different though. The species is common on the 
hills just to the east of us but the individual plants are widely 
scattered. When I first saw it this spring, it seemed that I was a 
bit early as most plants were still in bud; but when I returned just 
three or four weeks later, I could find only one plant that had bloom. 
This species must either have a short season or the weather was too dry 
this spring. 

I have missed again on obtaining seed from P. thurberi. I have 
found them so far only in one area where there are about a dozen 
plants. The past four years I have been either too early or too late 
when I drive over to see about collecting some seed. 

My wife gave me a reconditioned stero microscope last Christmas 
and I have enjoyed using this as a real help in determining the species 
of native plant life in our area. There sure is a whole different 
world under the microscope. I participated in an 8-session class on 
toxonomy at the University of Arizona that was put on by the Native 
Plant Society. Lawrence once mentioned that the book Arizona Flora 
was difficult to use and I agree, but this class was very helpful in 
giving practice in the use of this book to key out the species. 

Over the past few years we have established an assortment of sev
eral native species about our yard that would not normally be found 
growing at this location. These include Arizona walnut, Tecoma stans, 
soap!ree yucca (Yucca elata), ~92.ve huachucensi~, Agave colorata 
(Mexlco), Calochortus kennedyi, falochortus ambiguus, Allium macropeta
lum, Nothoscordum texanum, and several of the winter and spring annuals 
that have established themselves from seeds. 
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JOHN LAWRENCE LANGFORO, Lake Montezuma, Arizona, 3 June 1982 

Locally at least, this is the best spring that we have had in many 
years for wildflowers. The P. eatonii and P. thompsoniae were loaded 
with blossoms. The P. pseudosQectabilis and golden columbine, Aquile
gia chrysantha probably did as well, but I did not get over to the 
Montezuma Well area where they are found. We had a large number of 
mariposa lilies, Calochortus flexuosus. In some of our dry years I 
could not find more than a half dozen plants so this was a very fine 
year. The yucca plants are starting to bloom and there must be several 
hundred in the area. The yucca are mostly narrow leaf, Y. elata. This 
year, several are pink or rose colored, whereas, they are normally a 
waxy white. 

Our bulbs bloomed very nicely and my iris bed was loaded with 
blossoms. My two lilies, a gift from a neighbor, are loaded with buds 
and should bloom in a few days. Ordinarily, it is not much use to 
plant bulbs as the rock squirrels dig them up but we have not had any 
trouble so far this year. 

ERMA PILZ, Albuquerque, New Mexico, May 1982 

I have just been examining the amazing intricacy of the individual 
florets of garden burnet under a powerful magnifying glass, and I am 
not sure I have it all figured out yet, but what I took to be stamens 
(and were) looked like tiny jonquils suspended from a thread. The 
small flowers at this time of the year are a never-ending delight. 
There is a borage that blooms in the vacant lot. The plant is no 
higher than an inch with blossoms less than a millimeter in size (if 
remember the size of a millimeter). Anyway, the flower is no larger 
than 1/32", truly. Then there is that peculiar plantain that I have 
seen 6" high or more. In the prairies and mesas here where it is so 
dry, it is not more than 2" hi gh with those exqui s ite orchi d-l ike b 1 os
soms braided into the blooming stalk that can never really be assessed 
for their beauty unless seen through a magnifying glass. Birds are 
singing; I saw a western tanager yesterday. My garden, though neg
lected, is blooming. 

The first penstemon is in bloom, secundiflorus, and the buds of 
albertinus are showing blue. Other pents are budded. I have been dis
tributing plants of pents to other gardeners to get them started with 
them and, having lost many of my favorites, drove out to Plants of the 
Southwest (60 miles away) to get two P. pseudospectabil ;s plants, a 
P. neo-mexicanus, a P. bridgesii, a P. eatonii, and a P. palmeri (a 
tiny seedling almost too small to sell). P. neo-mexicanus belongs to 
that perplexing unilateralis-virgatus group, but it is much larger and 
more floriferous and grows in the mountains near Ruidoso and the Sierra 
Blanca (central south New Mexico). It is lovely in shades from laven
der to a teal blue-purple. 
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August 1982 

My blooming season was not bad. There is something so glowing in 
the colors of pents when they bloom. I get excited over the nuances of 
tones of irises, but nothing compares to the luminous quality of masses 
of pents in bloom. I could go on to list those that bloomed and those 
that were los t, but the.re are other thi ngs I want to touch on bes ides 
the fact that my neo-mexicanas plant purchased from the nursery turned 
out to be a barbatus instead; so I made another trip out to replace it 
with the correct kind, and I once more have rseudospectubiliS. I had 
perhaps 20 or 30 grandchildren plants bloom seed from Rachel Snyder). 
My only fault to find was that the blooming season for them is compara
tively short. One showed up with a rose-colored bloom, and I think I 
lost it when I tried to transplant it. Bridgesii did not survive trans
planting either. April is beyond question the best time to transplant 
here, for very hot weather follows so soon after that plants must be 
well established to survive. After many tries to get the cobaea x tri
florus crosses to grow from seed, one with a quite deep purple coloring 
showed up. I wi 11 watch that as well as the 'Henry Hybri ds' George 
Yingling had at the Cox Arboretum. I brought a couple home. 

BECKY CALDWELL, San Antonio, Texas, February 1982 

On ordering seeds, I concentrated mainly on Texas and New Mexico 
species. I feel that we can use these pents at the Botanical Center. 
Any showy pents I grow I will put in our parks, sunken gardens and 
(where sun permits) the San Antonio Ri verwal k. 

I randomly selected eight Bruce Meyers' hybrids to tryout. Hope
fully, our long growing season will enable me to collect seed. Seed 
I currently have on hand--collected by me or other staff horticultur
ists--are P. cobaea, P. murrayanus, and P. havardii. 

In Vascular Manual of Plants of Texas (Correll and Johnson), ~. 
guadalupensis is described as being.similar.in foliage to ~coba~a but 
with smaller flowers. The corolla lS less lnflated. When a speclmen 
of P. cobaea is set by a specimen of P. guadalupensis, the difference 
is apparent. Unfortunately, the only reliable way I can tell the two 
apart is when they bloom. I will tag the P. guadalupensis plants and 
separate them, so that I may obtain true seed. I have approximately 
200 one gallon plants of P. murrayanus, cobaea, and guadalupensis set 
out behind one of our greenhouses and until PaUl Cox, Botanical Center 
Supervi sor, pointed out the differences between P. cobaea and P .. guada
lupensis, I was unaware that I had two species. 

I heard of your society through Carroll Abbott's wildflower news
letter. Mr. Abbott has helped me a lot and I am a regional vice presi
dent for the Native Plant Society of Texas. Although I no longer work 
at the Botanical Center, I have retained my interest in native plants, 
especially the penstemons. 

I will try to record all of our pents on slides when they bloom; 
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perhaps then I can send in a slide of P. guadalupensis. 

AMEL PRIEST, Peru, Iowa, November 1982 

I was one of the original charter members of the APS. I ran off 
and sent out the early Bulletins; Ralph Bennett cut the stencils. I 
made two trips through the west in search of penstemons, the first with 
Carl Worth throughout the southwest; the second, through the northwest 
with my wife. The stories are in the early Bulletins. But I was a 
farmer and we had some wet years and the penstemons got leaf spot. 
got so busy I did not have time to fool wi~h th~m, so I dropped ?ut as, 
at that time, you could not belong and be lnactlve. I then got lnter
ested in rocks and fossils and built up a good collection. I also have 
a collection of 800 different barbwires all mounted on boards for dis
play. 

I often thought of the APS and of late years I have retired and 
have leisure time again so have become interested in gardening. I have 
joined the ARGS and saw an ad about the APS and have rejoined. 

P. grandiflorus and P. digitalis never left us; they maintained 
themselves through neglect and little attention. I was collecting 
fossils in eastern Iowa and there perched in a rock crevice was ~. 
arkansanus, at least that is what I have called it all these years. It 
may be P. pall i dus. Anyway, I 1 ike it because it is 1 ong-l i ved, does 
not spread or flop, at least for me. The f~owers are sort of a dirt~ 
white, but its good qualities overshadow thlS drawback. It never falls 
to bloom. Has anybody ever come up with a good white form? 

I have often thought of the folk in the robins. I know many of 
them are gone to a better land where flowers don't have pests, and 
people don't have sickness. In the Bulletin I see Izetta Renton and 
Birdie Padavich are still clamberinq around on their beloved mountains 
looking for something new or different. Gets in your blood, doesn't 
it? 

Something else that excites me. When I used to be interested in 
penstemons I read about a yellow-flowered form of P. barbatus that grew 
in Mexico, and I see it is now in cultivation. I have just got to grow 
it! 

GWEN MOORE, ~1adison, Wisconsin, 11 September 1982 

I am now a curator at the University of Viisconsin Herbarium. We 
have one of the best university herbaria in the country according to 
some surveys. We have 700,000 specimens from allover the world, in
cluding a large selection of penstemons since Frank Crosswhite worked 
on the whole genus while he was a grad student here. My own work al
ways involves plants, but not often penstemons. I ship, sort, file, 
label, glue on paper, supervise other people doing these things, and 
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just generally trouble shoot. I like the job. 

The last few weeks we have been labeling 18,000 sheets of pressed 
plant specimens collected in Mexico. I also ship loans of plant speci
mens to botanists working on a particular group of plants. I also have 
some time at work to learn more about plants. I have been learning to 
key out sedges, and am now taking a course in grass identification. In 
general, I am finding that 40 hours/week of work is a lot! My boss 
also does not mind if I work overtime! 

Of course, gardening is still a major hobby. I have two small 
rock gardens, one at the UW Botany garden. This garden is arranged in 
beds by family except for the rock garden. In the rock garden I have 
P. pinifolius, doing very well, P. utahensis, just a seedling this 
year, and I hope in the future to plant several more western types 
there. The rocks are sandstone-limestone, and the exposure is south
ern. Plus, to my great aggravation, the head gardner is an Englishman 
who refuses to water more than every ten days! In the heat of the sum
mer the Androsace can curl up its little rosette leaves, and he says he 
will water "tomorrow." So both my plants and I must learn tolerance. 
I guess England is cooler and more evenly moist. 

My other rock garden has an eastern exposure and a loving keeper 
in the form of Dorothy Custer, fellow ARG5 member. There I have E. 
ovatus from a cutting from Ken and Robin Lodewick, beautiful in its 
third year; P. hirsutus pygmaeus, my favorite, very low and covered 
with bloom last~pring. Two of the shrubbies from cuttings have sur
vived but fail to prosper; same for P. laricifolius with which Tom 
Vanderpool (in Chicago area) also reports having difficulty. 

Last spring I sowed penstemon seed for the first time and had 
good success. They included P. confertus, P. rydbergii, P. gracili~ 
(native to Wisconsin but seldom seen by me), all for the Scrophular1-
aceae bed at the Botany garden and for my perennial border. The~
cilis really came up--hundreds of them! 

I also planted P. richardsonii for the rock garden though it is a 
bit large for my small scale, because I remember being so charmed by it 
several years ago at the NW-APS meeting in Mack Lake near Yellowstone. 
I am hoping all of these will grow·here. I also got two beautiful 
seedlings of the native P. grandiflorus. I love the glaucous leaves. 

I have just expanded my perennial border which is in my own yard, 
or rather my landlord's yard. It is a postage stamp yard near the 
University, and the border runs between the alley and the house and 
around the edges of the yard, leaving a small oval of grass in the cen
ter. It is an eventful and tenuous life for my plants, threatened by 
garbage and beer trucks, football fans, and urban dogs, but I certainly 
love my garden. And I guess I will have 3-5 species of penstemon in 
bloom there next spring. I have put cement blocks half sunk in the 
soil along the alley. They are filled with rock garden mix soil and I 
am going to plant them mostly to Sempervivum, Sedum, and semi-expend
able rock garden plants until I see whether they will be bypassed by 
the trucks--and the snow plow! I am looking for a good spot for 

57 

P. venustus--the seedlings seem so tiny, yet I know the plant is fairly 
large--perhaps I will try sinking the pot over winter and see if the~ 
will grow bigger next spring. I have one small cold frame but I am 1n 
the habit of growing spinach in it--can't decide to give it over to 
year-round seedlings! Oh, I also grow my seedlings under ligh~s. Af
ter potting, I set them outside to freeze and thaw--we had del1ghtful 
snow followed by thaws followed by snow this year--then I bring them 
in. It just seems too dangerous to leave them out in so public a place 
as my yard. I have not had trouble with damping off yet--knock on 
wood! 

RACHEL SNYDER, Prairie Village, Kansas, May 1982 

While the hard winter reduced my number of plants this year, 
those that remain are much appreciated. Because of wet conditions and 
poor drainage, I lost practically all of my 'North Platte' hybrids, 
the kinds with barbatus parentage. I also lost my plants of 'Gussie's 
Yellow' and several of the 'Fate-Seeba' hybrids of the P. grandiflorus 
which is native here. It was a devastating winter in many respects. 
There are no peaches or apricots and no lilacs. This is the first 
time in my life that lilacs have failed to bloom. Apples bloomed 
normally in April, but midway through the month we got a freeze that 
killed practically all of the blooms and fruits that had developed. 

Penstemons that are blooming now are the old reliable 'White 
Queen', P. digitalis which dates way back to Midwest Region plant 
sales and it may have been Ralph Bennett himself who brought it. It. 
is a wonderful background plant in a perennial border. Another one 1n 
the foreground that is reliable and blooming now is P. hirsutus. I 
have several plants grown last year from self-saved seed, and they 
range widely in height from two feet to about ten inches. I like the 
short ones best. They have pink-lavender long sharkhead (tube) flowers 
with full yellow beards and white lips. Then another plant in the back 
of the border is the P. laevigatus x calycosus hybrids distributed over 
the recent years by the Society. They range in height from two to 
three feet in good conditions and are pinkish to purple with husky 
green foliage. Coming along and due to bloom in a week or two are the 
P. grandiflorus hybrids ('Fate-Seebas') and the P. cobaea: I tra~s
planted these early in the spring so they are delayed a b1t. It 1S a 
good thing I did it when I did (about six weeks ago) as for the last 
five weeks the rains have kept the gardens in a morass of mud. It was 
impossible to set foot in them at the farm, and even here in "civili
zation" (Kansas City), it is a mistake to trample such wet ground or 
try to work it with soil-stirring activities. 

My one plant of P. pinifolius at the farm where the temperature 
bottomed at about 25 below zero suffered considerable darlage bu~ is com
ing back. Plants of Thymus vul aris froze out, and even the native 
Scutellaria resinosa ~scullcap. Hollies and azaleas suffered 
horribly around Kansas City, but most of us realize we take great risks 
when we plant these things in this unpredictable climate. 
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As I mentioned before, instead of starting new seeds this spring, 
I concentrated my efforts on moving my penstemon garden at the farm out 
of its previous location at the foot of the vegetable garden to a new 
raised bed west of the farm house. It is built up from shale excavated 
last fall when we excavated several inches out of the basement to lay a 
concrete floor. This seems to have been a good move as plants shifted 
into this new bed are doing well despite the continuous excessive rains 
that are drowning many things. Now what I hope to do is to add to the 
variety existing there, and especially to get some of the North Platte 
hybrids started, for they simply could not tolerate the wetness of the 
old location. 

I noted in the new issue of HortScience (published by American 
Society for Horticularal Science) which reaches my desk, a description 
and announcement of the 'Bandera' penstemon, selection of P. strictus 
by the New Mexico Crop Improvement Association, Las Cruces-.---I-~ 
noticed this name in last winter's seed exchange and wondered what it 
was. Apparently it is a superior from the Cibola National Forest north
west of Mountainair, New Mexico, and is being propagated on a large 
scale for highway planting and conservation use as it is a good soil 
binder with its dense root system and self-layering habit. Sounds like 
a good garden performer, too, and next chance I think I will get some. 

JAMES TAYLOR, Hutchinson, Kansas, 26 June 1982 

I really wish that I had more to report. cannot say that I ob-
served any really significant things in my pents this year, but I will 
summarize my activities this spring. 

I grew quite a number of plants from crosses made by Bruce Meyers. 
Most of the plants that I grew were from his hybrids that contained 
P. hirsutus. I was somewhat impressed by many of the seedlings. Many 
were quite dwarf as would be expected with P. hirsutus var. minimus 
in the ancestry. The complex nature of the crosses was obvious in the 
variations that were seen in the foliage. Many had leaf forms that 
were quite a bit different from the typical P. hirsutus and which I 
found desirable. All of my plants had flowers with closed mouths like 
that found in P. hirsutus although spme of them had flowers in a good 
shade of pink. A most unusual characteristic of some of the plants is 
that after they bloomed, they put on a lot of new growth and are now 
blooming again as nicely as the first time. I have never observed such 
vigorous regrowth before. 

I have plants of several other crosses from Bruce that contain a 
lot of genetic material of a Mexican origin. These plants overwintered 
but were weakened so much that they have been slow to bloom. The 
flowers are attractive but I am not convinced that they are well suited 
for Kansas. I will let George describe them in more detail as he had 
some beautiful plants at the Cox Arboretum in Dayton, Ohio. The plants 
had just started to bloom when I was there for the midwest regional 
meeting so I will be looking forward to his report. 
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I have an unusual pent that I grew from some of Dale Lindgren's 
P. barbatus selections. The rest of the plants that I grew from that 
seed look like the plants that I have seen Dale growing at North Platte. 
This plant has an unusual flower in that the flower is less tubular 
and more horizontal than I would have expected. The flower may be be
cause the seed came from a hybrid or it may be the result of the colchi
cine that I had used on the seed. I have a P. barbatus that I think is 
a polyp~oid that has a similar type of flower so the colchicine may 
have done something. I am not sure if the plant has any value but it 
is different. 

In the 1980-81 seed catalog of Burpee and Park, there was a new 
penstemon called the Hyacinth-Flowered Pents. I ordered a package of 
seed and grew about a dozen plants. They bloomed for the first time 
this year and I have to admit that I was rather impressed. The flowers 
did tend to form all around the stem as their name implied. The mix
ture gave a good range of colors from pink to blue. The plants were 
rather short for me but I am guessing that is because they are still 
young. The weather this year has been exceptionally wet and I had 
quite a bit of fungal disease on some of my plants. The Hyacinth-Flow
ered Pents showed good resistance to disease. The most impressive 
thing about the plants has been their vigor. After blooming they began 
putting on second growth and are now trying to bloom again. The flow
ers are not as pretty due to the hot temperatures but I am still 
amazed that they are even trying. 

I was impressed enough with the Hyacinth-Flowered Pents that 
wrote to Park and Burpee to see if I could find out who had developed 
the cultivar. I found out that it had been developed by Bodger Seeds 
of El Monte, California. I wrote to them in hopes of finding out more 
about the cross. I am still waiting for more information but I have 
found out that the original plants came from Colorado. They have de
veloped four color stains which are then mixed to produce the mix which 
is sold. This cultivar is also being sold in England and Europe. Much 
to my surprise the company sent me quite a large sample of seed. I 
kept all of the seed I needed and with their permission sent the rest 
into the seed exchange. I hope tha t quite a few people order it and 
give it a good test. 

I attempted to make a number of crosses this year. I did not make 
as many as I would have liked because I was gone at the best time. I 
enjoyed the midwest regional meeting greatly but it did make hand pol
lination difficult. I did, however, get a number of successful crosses. 
I think some suggestions that Lynn Collicutt had given me helped. I 
will continue on toward my goal of a polyploid penstemon. With all of 
my seed and that from Badger I should have a lot to work with. 

Last year I attempted to make a cross between P. oklahomensis and 
what I think was a hybrid between P. hirsutus and P. canescens. I got 
a fair amount of seed and from that I got over two dozen plants. These 
plants are looking good and I will be looking forward to reporting on 
them when they bloom next year. 

From seed supplied by Henry Marshall, the red #7503 still has some 
of the prettiest flowers that I grow and it shows good disease 
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resistance. Some of the plants tend to blow over but it is one of my 
favorites. Most of Henry's crosses that have purple flowers show a 
fair amount of disease and some of them were badly diseased this year. 
I still like them because some of them have a degree of floriferousness 
that I have not found in other pents. 

20 November 1982 

During the last week or so I have been cleaning the seeds that I 
saved this year. I saved seed from about 20 of my best plants and I 
planted the seeds in small flats. These are now in my refrigerator 
and will stay there until about January. I hope that this improves my 
seed germination. Last year I planted a lot of seed but got very poor 
germination from my seed. I plan to begin soaking some of my seed in 
a 0.1% solution of colchicine tonight. I will soak it for about 24 
hours and then plant it and put it in the refrigerator. I tried that a 
year or so ago and when the seedlings came up after coming out of the 
refrigerator, they still seemed to show the effects of the drug. I 
will treat some other seed later and then plant them without the cold 
treatment. I saved quite a bit of seed that I received of the Hya
cinth-Flowered Pent and will do my best to produce a polyploid of that. 
I think a polyploid form of that cultivar could really be interesting. 

For the most part the pents do not have too many insect problems 
but I have had my share. This fall I had an infestation of a black 
colored insect that was about the size of an aphid. It may have been 
an aphid for all I know. I have told many of you of my problems with 
this critter before. It weakened or killed a lot of my plants this 
fall. It was really rather discouraging. When I was cleaning my seeds, 
I found that a high percentage of my seed pods contained no seeds. 
Some sort of insect had beaten me to them. I have this problem every 
year. Do any of you have any suggestions on what to use to keep the 
insects out of the seed pods? 

I tried a few crosses this year although not as many as in some 
previous years. I did get a few crosses to take but not as many as I 
would like. Even when a cross takes, I get far fewer seeds than I 
would get normally. My question is to what extent do the rest of you 
depend on hand crossing? Are the plants that you grow in your breeding 
programs from hand made crosses 'or do the seeds for these pl ants come 
from open pollinated flowers? How often do all of you self flowers? 

I made one cross this spring that has me a bit excited. For sev
eral years I have had an apricot colored hybrid penstemon. It is an 
unusual color. The plant is similar to the types that Viehmeyer or 
Marshall worked with although I do not know what the source of the seed 
was. Thi s plant has al ways i.nterested me because that type of plant 
generally only comes in red, pink, purple and violet and this is almost 
a yellow. This year I tried crossing it with one of Dale's yellow P. 
barbatus. The cross seems to have taken and I got a fair number of
seeds. I am hoping that I can get some plants now. I like the yellow 
in Dale's P. barbatus but I like the plant and flower characteristics 
of the other hybrids. Maybe this is a way of getting the yellow color 
into the type of hybrid I like. I might also mention that the apricot 
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colored hybrid has had no disease and has been a very long-lived plant 
for me. I also selfed the plant this year so I would be sure to keep 
it. That cross also produced seed. 

This fall I gave away quite a few of my inferior pents and I also 
lost quite a few plants to insects. I consolidated my remaining plants 
which has l~ft me with a rather large bed empty. I hauled in a truck 
load of manure and worked that in and quite a few leaves. That bed 
should be in good shape come spring and that will be where I plan to 
set out next year's seedlings. 

CARL R. AMASON, Calion, Arkansas, 1 September 1982 

During the summer I planted a package of 'Flathead' Hybrid Penste
mon seeds in REDI-EARTH. These seeds had been in my home freezer for 
at least two years. I believe every seed immediately sprouted and 
grew. At this season, they are quite small, but I plan to set them out 
in my rock garden, my big project for the summer. REDI-EARTH is a com
mercial artificial soilless mixture that is primarily fine peat and 
vermi cul ite. 

KARL ENE DeFATTA, Keithville, Louisiana, 22 April 1982 

Yesterday we collected wildflowers from an area being cut. It is 
very disturbing to see beautiful trees cut down and everything on the 
site destroyed. They are making our lovely country paved road, with 
huge trees meeting overhead, into a wide new road with all trees cut 
back 45 feet from center road. I used to walk down this road with my 
German shepherd, watching the birds and smelling the flowers. No more. 
It is sad. It means nothing to them that there were huge oaks, pines 
and hickories that were over a hundred years old. 

I am really enjoying my wildflower garden--the yellow lady-slipper 
orchids, Penstemon digitalis, Penstemon tenuis, wild geraniums, wild 
roses, spice bush, spiderworts, verbenas, showy milkweed, spider lilies 
and poppy mallows are in bloom. 

10 July 1982 

This has been an exciting time for me. With the help of two young 
wildflower friends, we are organizing a Native Plant Society for 
Louisiana (NW Louisiana). I have wanted this for years and I am work
ing hard to get people together. We are to have our second meeting 
July 22. We have a great group of wildflower lovers and we hope to 
have chapters formed across the state. I know we will have one in New 
Orleans for I have a friend down there to help form a club. 

I have only a seedling of P. cobaea x triflorus, P. ovatus, P. 
ser.!:.ul atus and P. procerus. I ha-diiiany more' '~uChad to go to Memphi s 
for a time to see my sister. The temperature got so hot, I lost them 
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in the greenhouse. It was only March but we got an early heat wave. I 
will be thrilled if I can get them through this first year to blooming 
time. 

ENNO VAN GELDER, Bristol, Tennessee, June 1982 

I have one seedling of P. barbatus hybrid (H-01-80), three of ~. 
fasciculatus x peltanthera (H-06-81) and three of P. polycross x ~ 
(J-07-81). I should plant them out today if the rain will subside. 

May 17, I photographed a beautiful P. ovatus in my garden. Flow
ers were an intense light blue with violet overcast outside. It has 
now set seed heavily. 

Penstemon hirsutus ('Dainty Violet'), blooming for me the first 
time, was quite a show with dark green basal leaves and s~ort d~nse 
spikes of nice violet flowers about 8-10 inches tall. I lmage lt would 
compare favorably with the better "Westerners." 

My 'Dainty Violet' reminded me much of my P. hirsutus minimus 
which bloomed so nicely last year, but 'Dainty Violet' was a bit taller. 
In both, the contrasting white lip shows off nicely with the violet 
tubes. 

Several 'Prairie Fire' penstemons have been growing lustily with 
sparse but very bright scarlet flowers. 

About five P. tubaeflorus plants are at present blooming nicely 
with single + two-foot tall spikes. All are a beautiful pure white 
except one which has a streaky pink cast. All have short open flowers. 

I have several of Bruce Meyers' P. gentianoides x parryi (filise
palis) plants growing nicely. The clumps are bushy with n~rrow, wil~ 
lowy foliage. At present only one has open flowers, one wlth one splke 
(another spike is beginning). Flowers are a nice pink and are fat. 
I hope to have many more flowers as the season progresses on these 
pl ants. 

It seems as th~ugh my penstemons have done best where exposed on a 
steep rocky slope with rich humusy soil. They did not do so well on a 
flat bench where I had added a few inches of pea gravel. Perhaps 
another mistake was covering them with oak leaves last fall after 
frost. I did remove most of the leaves early this spring. 

August 1982 

All of my penstemons have long ago finished blooming except for 
Bruce Meyers' seedlings (P. gentianoides x parryi (filisepalis). 
These last, started later than the others (first flowers June 10), 
have bloomed all summer and are still quite profuse with bloom. They 
are somewhat sprawling with fairly large flowers in shades of pink: 
P. tubaeflorus, tall, White, and healthy, bloomed about the same tlme 
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(June 10), but the blooming period was short. 

My one P. ovatul bloomed nicely and set abundant seed, but now 
seems to have died back except for one small offset. 

I read with interest Faith Mackaness' article in the July Bulletin 
on penstemon seed collecting. Last week I collected stalks of several 
of my penstemons from which I wanted to save seeds. I was too late for 
several that I meant to collect. Rather than use a mortar and pestle 
to crush pods, I found it most efficient to hold the stalks up-side
down in my left hand over a pan and then, with pliers in my right hand, 
crush the pods. This works well with unopened as well as opened pods. 
Many seeds can thus be saved by shaking a little from even the opened 
pods. Blowing on the seeds did not seem to work well with me. I found 
that a feather, a pigeon feather in my case, worked fine to separate 
the larger chaff. 

As for insect varmints, I did find four or five tiny crab or flow
er spiders hiding in open pods. I looked them up in my spider book and 
they appear to be Misumenops with small bodies but wide spreading legs. 
They are far too small to bite us and I consider them highly beneficial 
predators of seed eating larva. 

Rabbits are a problem with me. They really seem to enjoy the 
basal leaves of penstemons, especially in late fall or early spring 
when there is little else edible. To save choice specimens, I make a 
circle of 1/2 inch mesh wire about 6-8 inches tall to surround such 
plants. Two plants in particular have benefitted. I wonder if the 
zinc in the galvanizing on the wire is beneficial. 

GEOFFREY CHARLESWORTH, South Sandisfield, Massachusetts, 14 April 1982 

I have just returned from a three-week visit to England and re
turned only the day before yesterday. While I was away, 22 inches of 
snow fell here and the remains are still around after several warm 
days. The snow was apparently followed by temperatures of 10° and I 
lost everything in the alpine house. I had to decide whether it was 
safer to leave the windows open and the heat off or risk the sun burn
ing up the contents, and I guessed wrong. The beds are mostly clear 
and I have started moving pine branches and snow fences and see that 
lots of old friends, and new ones too, are still alive. 

I went to England to see relatives and friends and to see gardens 
and nurseries. I went to Wisley, Kew, Bodnant, Wakehurst Place, Cam
bridge Botanic, Bristol Botanic, and the gardens of many private 
gardeners. I took a trip to Northwest Yorkshire to see the remains of 
Reginald Farrer's garden. Surprisingly there is still something to 
see. I was with a friend who had an import license and we bought hun
dreds of plants at many nurseries. We spent two days washing off the 
soil, readying them to bring back to the United States. Most of them 
seem to have survived the trip. While I was in Hull, I gave a sl ide 
lecture to a small group of rock gardeners, and I also went to a show 
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meeting in Aldershot. The standard of plants is really fine even at a 
non-competitive show. It was very exciting to see so many plants I 
had not seen before. It was too early for penstemons though. 

Yesterday the penstemons were in very good shape, having been un
der snow and boughs since mid-December. The temperature this morning 
is 25° and what that will do to them I have no idea. This is the first 
time that I have had so little dieback. The plants growing in sand in 
a raised bed are doing best. This includes the shrubby penstemons, 
barrettiae, davidsonii, fruticosus, f. scouleri, f. dwarf roezli;, 
'Carol', 'Carol' x 'Rosey', davidsonii ssp. menziesii, newberryi-new
~~rrYi, newberryi-berryi, and pinifolius. I saw a group of P. jamesii, 
lrsutus minimus, Viehmeyer hybrids, Saskatoon hybrids, Anza hybrids, 

and still alive are pallidus, smallii, laev~gatus! barbatu~,.alpinu~ . 
and 14, F3 Meyers' hybrids. I am also growlng arldus, humllls! larlcl
folius, nitidus, pec~6i, speciosus, brachaanthus, procerus, erlantherus, 
grrnnell~yi, a ertinus, and richar sonii. 

I had bad luck with the seeds. Several had germinated before I 
left, and the drop in temperature finished most of them off. Since 
getting back I have found about fifty pots that have germinated, not 
all a total loss. A neighbor did check the windows, actually, but he 
said the snow was so bad, everybody got stuck and he could not make it; 
there were three days of fierce winds following! 

It is funny to see spring well advanced in England and return to 
mi d-wi nter here. 

July 1982 

Here at home, after the late snows of spring, the garden had a 
better season than ever before. The penstemons were very floriferous 
and I especially liked a white one I obtained from Mark McDonough, 
P. 'Crystal '. I had a good show of P. nitidus from half-a-dozen plants. 
This one has a most lovely sky-blue color with soft grey-green leaves. 
Several hybrids bloomed well with colors varying from clear pink to 
yellow. These are mostly under a foot high and are crosses with P. 
'Goldie'. When I returned from Colorado, there were still left some 
of the Viehmeyer hybrids from seed listed as low pink. Some were a 
very beautiful pink, but others were nearly three-feet tall and were 
the color of grape juice. The hummingbirds love them! Also still 
blooming are P. barbatus and the large white P. pallidus x arkansanus. 
P. ~eckii and grinnellii are not roy style but are interesting. I think 
royavorites are still the Dasanthera group, especially the bright reds 
of P. rupicola (and P. 'Roezlii'). 

While at the Denver Botanic Gardens, I saw a large clump of the 
yellow form of P. barbatus. 1t is a very handsome plant and I have 
several seedlings from seed planted this spring. 
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GEORGE YINGLING, Dayton, Ohio 

I had good luck with most of my penstemons this year. Since the 
Midwest Chapter meeting at Cox Arboretum in June, the Arboretum pre
pared two special display beds for me in back of our small rock garden. 
Soil was removed to a depth of 12 inches and replaced with a mixture of 
pit-run gravel and leaf mold. In one of the beds I had a dozen to 
eighteen plants of P. smallii, grandiflorus, barbatus (a mixture of 
yellow, orange/red and r~tubaeflorus, cobaea, 'Marshall Hybrids', 
'Utah Hybrids', and strictus. This was a cresent-shaped bed. With a 
grass path between that bed and a second bed I had a mixture of penste
mons ranging from one or two of a species to as many as a dozen. This 
included P. alamosensis, barbatus, hirsutus, murra~anus, virgatus, 
jamesii, serrulatus, ovatus, digitalis. 'Saskatoon, 'Debut', 'V-Pink', 
and 'Anza Hybrids'. 

In addition to these, I had the following in bloom from time to 
time in the nursery and rock garden: Alamosensis, albidus, al inus, 
arkansanus, barbatus (a number of varieties including yellow, brid
gesii, caespitosus, campanulatus, canescens, cardwellii, centranfOlius, 
cobaea, di italis (including red-leaved and dwarf), gentianoides, 
grandlflorus, and hybrids) hirsutus (seve'ral colors and the dwarf 
types), humilis, jamesii, murrayanus, ovatus, pallidus, palmeri, parryi, 
pinifolius, procerus, rupicola alba, serrulatus, smallii, strictus, 
cobaea x triflorus, tubaeflorus, virgatus, wilcoxi~, and many hybrids 
such as 'Prairie Fire', 'Prairie Dusk', 'Utah State', 'Henry Hybrids', 
'Anza Hybrids', 'Crystal', 'V-Pink', 'Marshall Hybrids' (several types), 
'Saskatoon', 'Bashful', 'Elfin Pink', 'Westlander', 'Debut'. and 
'Meyers' Hybrids'. 

In the nursery I had one red-stemmed. red-leaved P. digitalis 
that was in bloom for the meeting and was of great interest to the 
group. I sent seed of it to the exchange. Dale Lindgren at North 
Platte has quite a number of this type that he has been working with 
and has been-approached by Jackson and Perkins for release of it for 
sale. It is hardy and quite striking in a border. This plant shows 
well as a single plant but I find that P. digitalis, in general, pro
vides excellent background for other plants when it is used in groups 
of a dozen or so. 

The following is an appraisal of some that bloomed this year: 

P. tubaeflorus: This is a stunning pure white. It is not as florifer
ous as some penstemons but its crystal white sets off other flow
ers planted near it. 

P. centranthifolius: Last year, 1981. I lost all of my P. centranthi
folius to the winter. This past winter I had a few plants in the 
cold frame at Cox Arboretum and forgot about them until June.. I 
discovered them quite ratty looking and set them out in the nursery 
in my gravel bed. In late August I saw some red blooms over in 
one corner and found they had grown and were blooming late. They 
had made peculiar growth. There was a woody stem about ten inches 
long stretched along the ground from which quite a number of stems 
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had grown vertically two feet tall with bright red blooms. The 
stem that was stretched along the ground was as thick as my middle 
finger and quite woody. The blooms are about two inches long and 
tapering to one-half inch at the face-which is flat. It is very 
pretty. I have taken cuttings and will set them out early next 
spring. I may lift all but one of the plants, leaving the one 
plant to survive if it can. 

P. parryi: This southwesterner has done well here in a bed of almost 
pure gravel. The bloom is small but a nice red and quite attrac
tive. One pot that I had in the greenhouse at Cox started bloom
ing in February. The plant was not sturdy but insisted on bloom
ing even though the days were short. Last winter, however, we had 
brighter days than normal during the winter here. It is a nice 
penstemon if one can grow it. 

P. palmeri: I got a dozen plants from Weddle Plant Laboratory in Pali
sade, Colorado. They arrived in excellent shape and several of 
them bloomed this year. They were quite tall, approximately five 
feet, with six stems. The flowers were a variegated pink blending 
into white, considerably inflated and attractive but sparse, the 
flowers being spaced six inches or so along the stem. Despite 
being tall, they remained erect even though we had an abundance of 
rain. They were in a gravel bed. 

'Meyers' Hybrids': Much to my surprise a variety of these survived the 
winter and were taller and more erect than they were last year. 
There was quite a variation in the color of the flowers and in the 
leaves as one might expect knowing the parent plants. I attempted 
to use the Royal Botanical Color Charts to describe colors but 
found this to be difficult because of the subtle variation in color 
in each bloom. The color varies from the tube to the limb (face). 
One plant had light pink blooms with dark guide lines, a very 
striking effect. I had gathered seed from it the year before but 
the resulting plants did not come true. These penstemons bloom 
late but bloom until frost cuts them down; however, they mature a 
considerable seed crop. I was not able to propagate the light 
pink one from cuttings this past season but will attempt to do so 
this year. All of this type tend to sprawl but the flowers are 
attractive and I like them. 

P.alpinus: While the stems are quite thick, it tends to sprawl even in 
gravel. The flowers are beautiful, the color ranging from almost 
white in the tube to pink and then light blue in the lobes. 

P. hirsutus pygmaeus: This attractive wee one grows in the rock garden 
at Cox and attracts quite a bit of attention. It spreads from seed 
each year and has to be thinned. The colors in the various plants 
range from pale violet to a more vivid violet and on into pink, 
not a pure pink but variegated violet/pink. It is interesting to 
note that some members rogue the pale violet plants, considering 
them to be undesirable, yet I find that some visitors to the Arbo
retum prefer the pale ones and buy them. 
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P. pinifolius: We have one clump at the foot of steps in the rock gar
den at Cox that blooms each year. It is gradually expanding in 
size and is quite popular. It sets seeds rather sparsely but cut
tings root readily. It is one of my favorites. As I have re
ported before, it grows out of a crack between two rocks, faces 
south, and is growing in somewhat limey soil. 

P. strictus: This species is a good grower here. I have some of the 
"Bandera" selections that have thick stems and remain erect in all 
kinds of weather. The flowers vary from deep purple to variegated 
blue and purple. One plant that I gathered in 1981 along 1-70 
near Vail, Colorado produced beautiful pure blue flowers, the best 
blue I have seen. I planned to gather seed and also divide it but 
it died and I cannot understand why! It was a great disappoint
ment for I have difficulty getting good blues in penstemons here. 
Even P. nitidus that I had in 1981 did not have bl~ flowers. It 
died late in the fall and I have not had it since. It seems to 
be difficult to germinate but I am trying again for it is a choice 
penstemon. 

P. bridgesii: I have two plants that bloomed late in the season and 
produced only a few seeds. However, I have about a dozen rooted 
cuttings in the greenhouse at Cox. The red flowers are very 
attractive and showed well in the garden. hope the plants live 
through the winter. 

P. digitalis_~_~.f9Sus: Plants from this cross are interesting in 
that there is much variation in the plants and the flowers. Some 
plants have bright green leaves while others have red stems and 
reddish leaves. The flowers of some are a nice pink. On some 
plants the leaf nodes are closely spaced while on others the nodes 
are similar to the characteristicP. digitalis. They are growing 
in the native soil of this area which is basic to alkaline, and 
are very hardy even when crowded. They make an excellent back
ground for other flowers and look particularly nice among lilies. 

'Utah State': I have a dozen of these and they are vigorous growers 
with thick erect stems. One plant in particular has produced a 
large basal growth this past fall and it appears that I will be 
able to get a considerable number of cuttings from it. The flow
ers were a beautiful reddish purple resembling the flower shape of 
P. strictus. I do not know what the parent plants were but I sus
pect there is some strictus in them. I understand that there is a 
pink form but I do not have it yet. So far, this variety is doing 
well here where we had 40 inches of rain this year. 

~ndifloru~: I had around 50 of this species in bloom and am al
ways impressed with it. Flower colors were white, pale lavender, 
deep purple, and salmon pink/red. The latter produced few seeds 
and I think has died. They suffer from leaf spot here and I us
ually lose half of them but they come easily from seed. I did 
spray some of them with Benomyl which seemed to help. I enjoy 
grandiflorus and will continue to grow it and try to select plants 
that are free of fungus. 
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'Henry' Hybrids: I ordered a dozen of these from Henry Fields Nursery 
;n Shenandoah, Iowa. These plants were in beautiful shape when 
they arrived being packed bare-rooted in plastic bags. The roots 
were large and fleshy and the basal growth had been cut off right 
down to the crown. I planted them in the gravel bed at Cox by 
digging a deep hole, making a cone-shaped mound in the hole and 
then spreading the roots over the cone as one plants a rose. I 
pulled the gravel mix over the roots, leaving the crown just above 
the surface. I have never seen plants grow so rapidly, almost 
like zucchini. I had beautiful cobaea-type blooms in about six 
weeks. They survived the winter and produced another crop of ex
cellent bloom this past season. There was some leaf spotting be
cause of the wet summer but it did not seem to hurt the plants. 
This hybrid was developed by the Henry Foundation for Botanical 
Research, members of the APS. 

I could go on with many more reports but these 'dere some of the 
best performers. The rock garden types did quite well also. 'Crystal' 
had considerable winter burn but after being cut back, it grew and 
bloomed well. P. cardwellii also bloomed well without the tendancy to 
burn that I had observed before. P. caespit05us is a little jewel and 
is spreading rather well but has some dieback this winter. ~upicola 
alba, for the first time, had fairly good bloom with little dieback. 
P. fruticosus struggled but managed a bit of bloom. I do not know how 
it will perform after this winter. I have already mentioned P. hirsu
tus. P. linarioides and P. tracyi, for which we have high hoP-is, are 
in pots in the greenhouse. They were too small to plant outside this 
past season. We have quite a few cuttings of 'Crystal' and cardwellii 
coming along. The dwarf P. digitalis x calycosus grew and bloomed well 
again in the rock garden and I hope to divide it this coming season. I 
did not get dwarf plants from seeds of this plant. I will try again. 

NOTICES 

We recently received notice that Claude Barr, Prairie Gem Ranch, 
Smithwick, South Dakota and Homer Mitchell, Tecumseh, Nebraska have 
died. Claude was well known to the APS, and an article about him was 
included in the last issue of the Bulletin. Homer was a long-time and 
faithful member and was known to be an excellent gardener. We will miss 
them both. 

The dues for our overseas members are increased to $8.00. We are 
now sending all material to these members by air mail since we have 
found surface mail to be time consuming and many times unreliable. This 
greatly increases our cost but assures that these important members re
ceive mail promptly. 

The Executive Committee has approved life memberships for $100.00! 
For those members who can afford such a membership, this is a good deal 
and relieves one from remembering to forward dues each year. 

69 

APS }IDIBERSHIP LIST AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1982 

ABBon. Mr. Carroll 
Green Hor; zons 
500 Thompson 
Kerrv; 11 e. TX 78028 

ALDRICH, Ms. Hazel 
Route #1 
Wilder, 10 83676 

ALEBRING, Oir. John 
Hasse 1 berg a 5 
240 13 Genarp. Sweden 

ALLEN. Mrs, EfTIlIa Lou 
8700 Snouffers Schoo 1 Road 
Gai thersburg. MO 20760 

AMASON. Mr. Carl R. 
P.O. Box 164 
Calion, AR 71724 

ANDERSON. Mr. Clifton 
Associate Agri. Editor 
University of Idilho 
Moscow, 10 83843 

ANDERSON, Mrs. Jeanne C. 
5215 Skidmore Drive 
Idaho Falls, IO 83401 

ARMSTRONG. Dr. Robert 
Longwood Gardens 
Kennett Square, PA 19349 

BAILEY, Dr. C. B. 
2302 20th Avenue South 
Lethbri dge. Al berta 
Canada TIK IG5 

BARKER. Mr. J. E. 
1551 Brandywine Drive 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 

BARNHART. Mr. Paul Edward 
1960 Agate Street 
Eugene, OR 97403 

BASLER. Mrs. W. J. 
Medi qua. Box 376 
Leesport. PA 19533 

BATEMAN. Mr. and Mrs. Allen 
Harriman Rt .• Box 24 
Klamath Falls. OR 97601 

BEALL. Mrs. John M. 
P.O. Box I54B 
Nor:nan. OK 73070 

BECKER. Mrs. C. W. 
Nelson. N8 68961 

BENTZWGER. Mrs. Louis D. 
RR 
Cook, NB 68329 

BERING, Mrs. Conrad. Jr. 
6003 Stones Throw 
Houston. TX 77057 

BLAKE. Mrs. David R. 
11200 Killarney Highway 
Onsted. MI 49265 

BLAKEY, Mrs. Fred G. 
625 Teresi Lane 
los Altos. CA 94022 

BOLENDER, Mrs. Alfred M. 
1156 -Donson Dr; ve 
Ketteri ng. OH 45429 

BRIGGS. Mr. James L. 
3270 E. Lansing Road 
Bancroft. MI 48414 

BRIGHTMAN. Mr. Ron 
9004 IB4th SW 
Edmonds, lolA 98020 

BROOKS. Mr. Robert C. 
Cordon Bleu Fann 
418 Buena Creek Road 
San Ma rcos. CA 92069 

BRUMBACK. Mr. William E. 
768 Hemenway Street 
Marlborough, MA 01752 

BUCEK, Mr. John 
38 Champlain Avenue 
East Islip, NY '11730 

BURRELL. Mrs. Clark. A. 
561 Montana Avenue 
Lovell, WY 82431 

BUTLER. Mr. and ~lrs. Harry W. 
Rt. 1, 2521 Penewit Road 
Spring Valley, OH 45370 

CAIN, Mr. Thomas H. 
Rt. I 
Jerseyville, OntariO 
Canada LQRIRO 

CALDWELL. Mrs. Steve 
127 Dawnri dge 

/ c,;~t::~~:!~~~~o;f~;t~~\ 
" .,,' .Deo.yer. CD 80206 .. .1 

CARLSON', ''Mrs~' ~Rlcnar(f 'A. 
1137 N. Highland 
Fullerton. CA 92635 

CASE. Mrs. ,Frederick W. II 
7275 Thornapple lane 
Sag' naw, Ml 48603 

CASSON, Miss Alice L. 
Rt. 1. Box 180 
McClelland. IA 51548 

CASTLE, Mrs. Charlotte 
4900 NW 127th Street. Rt. 
Vancouver. lolA 98665 

CHARLESWORTH, Mr. Seoffrey B. 
Norfolk Road 
South Sandisfield. MA 01255 

CHATFIELD. Mrs. Thelma 
2403 SW 122nd Pl ace 
Seattle. WA 98146 

CHICAGO HOR:ICULTURAL SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 400 
Gl encoe, r L 60022 

CLARK, Mrs. Dorothy L. 
Windy Ridge Road 
Stamford. NY 12167 

CLARK, Mrs. Mi chae 1 D. 
15607 Rock HOUSe Road 
Hous ton, TX 77060 

CLASSEN. Mrs. George 
815 Chestnut 
Hastings, NB 68901 

COFFMAN, Or. and Mrs. Eugene W. 
Ri dge Road Nursery, RR 2 
Bellevue. IA 52031 

COLE. Mr. Michael D. 
730 CarlSbrook Drive 
Xenia. OK 45385 

COLE. Mr. Trevor J. 
2700 Priscilla Street 
Ottawa. Ontario, Canada K2B 7E2 

COlLICUTT. Ms. lynn M. 
Research Station 
P.O. Box 3001 
"1orden. Manitoba. Canada ROGIJO 

CONBOY, Mrs. E. C. 
5486 SE Marine Drive 
Burnaby 1. British Columbia 
Canada V5J3GB 

CONDIT. Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
P.O. Box 553 
Marana. AZ 85238 

COOLEY. Mrs. Violet 
Box 245 
Hatfield, AR 71945 

COUTTS, Mr. James 
Phippen. Saskatchewan 
Canada SOK3EO 

COX ARBORETUM ASSOCIATES 
6733 Springboro Pike 
Dayton. OH 45449 

CRIITENOEN. Mrs. r-fabel B. 
50 Alhambra Court 
Porto 1 a Vall ey. CA 94025 

CROXTON. Mrs. Donald S. 
6309 Green Valley Road 
Placerville, CA 95667 

CROZrER. i-fs. Maxine 
Rt. 2. Box 130 
Sedgwick. KS 67135 
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OAETWYLER, Mrs. Cheryl 
Rt. 2, Box 432-0 
Washington. PA 15301 

OAJUN, Mr. Wang. Director 
Shanghai Botanic Garden 
Long Wu Lu 
Shanghai, China 

DANA. Mr. f-lichael 
Dept. of Horticul ture 
Hort. Bldg .• Purdue Univ. 
West Lafayette, IN 47907 

DARTS, Mrs, E. C. 
1660 168th Street, R.R. #11 
Surrey. Brit; sh Co 1 umbi a 
Canada V4B5E7 

DAVENPORT. Mrs. Betty l. 
2013 RD. 44 
Pasco, lolA 99301 

DEARDORFF, Dr. David 
Plants of the SOtJthwest 
1570 Pacheco Street 
Santa Fe. NM 87S01 

DeFATTA. Mrs. V. P. 
Rt. 2. Box 54-C 
Keithville. LA 71047 

DENVER BOTANIC GARDENS 
Helen Fowler Library 
909 York Street 
Denver. CO 80206 

DICKSON, Mr. Herbert 
Cheha 1 i s Rare 1'1 ant Nursery 
2568 Jackson Hi 9hway 
Cheha 1 is. WA 98532 

DONNELL. Ms. Margaret A. 
606 East Avenue "A" 
Hutchinson. KS 67501 

OREWLOW. Dr. Lyndon W. 
Bodger Seed Ltd. 
P.O. Box 5090 
£1 :-1onte, CA 91734 

DRISCOLL. Mr. Thomas H. 
718 Swedes ford Road 
Ambler, PA 19002 

OUCHACOVA. Mrs. Olga 
Na!atisi 356 
CS 25164 Mnichov;ce. CSSR 

DUn, Mr. Joe F. 
10073 Westview Drive 
Boise. 1083704 

DUNCAN, Mrs. Vere 
531 N. Adams Avenue 
Buffa 1 0, WY 82834 

EaWARDS. Mr. Ralph W. 
Box US 
Henni ker, NH 03242 

ERICKSON, Mrs. John 
P.O. Sox a5 
Wauchope, Saskatchewan 
Canada SOC 2PO 

EZARO, Mr. and Mrs. Dewey 
Rt. 2~ Box 196 
Mena. AR 71953 

FAl"10Sr. Mrs. Eleanor 
RFD 2. Box 405 DUgg Hill Road 
Woods tack. CT 06281 

FELTON, Mrs. Sidney 
The Pines. Branch Lane 
Prides Crossing. MA 01965 

FLEMING. Mr. James R. 
Fleming's Flower Fields 
P.O. Box 4607 
Lincoln. r~a 68504 

FOLLETTE. Mr.). Will; am 
1 Harri son Avenue 
Sausa 1 i to. CA 94965 

FOSBACK, Mr. and i"trs. O. E. 
1431 Larson Road 
Roseburg. OR 97470 

FREE, ."Ir. and M"rs. A. K. 
4713 d8th Avenue NE 
Seattle. lolA 98105 



FURMAN, Mr. W. A. 
Box 432 
Kerrvi 11 e, TX 78028 

GARREn, Dr. Stuart G. 
Cascade Fami1y Prac. Clinic PC 
361 NE Franklin 
Bend, OR 97701 

GASCHK, Mr. M11 ton 
7108 Citrine Lane SW 
Tacoma, WA 98498 

GIBBONS, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. 
2 Sunset Drive 
Hutchinson, KS 67501 

GIEDEMAN, Hr. Charles P. 
Coordinator Horticulture 
Belleville Area College 
2500 Carlyle Road 
Belleville, IL 62221 

GLOWINSKI, Mr. Stanley L. 
609 Field Avenue 
Plainfield, NJ 07060 

GOROFF, Dr. I za 
1976 Church Street 
East Troy, WI 53120 

GRAFF, Mrs. John A. 
1901 S. 113th Street 
Omaha, N8 68144 

GRANT, Mr. John C. S. 
345 Elm Street 
Rocky H111, CT 06067 

GREENE, Mr. Luther 
The Greene House 
446 East 58th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

GUGGOLZ, Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
1123 Palomino Road 
Cloverdale, CA 95425 

GUTSCHKE, Mr. Gus A. 
Mansfield, Me 65704 

HALE. Or. David 
4431 SE 114th Avenue 
Portland, OR 97266 

HALL, Mr. Brett 
305 Highview Court 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

HAMANN, Mrs. Sherry L. 
3695 F. Road 
Pal isade, CO BI526 

HANKO. Rev. Ron 
Covenant Protestant Ref. Church 
283 Squaw Brook Road 
Wyckoff, NJ 07481 

HAUSOnER, Mr. Jack 
P.O. Box B41 
Riddle, OR 97469 

HARDER, Mr. Larry L. 
Mapl e Tree Gardens 
Box 218 
Ponca, NB 68770 

HAROLD. Mrs. Vivienne 
1034 NW Coast Street 
Newport, OR 97365 

HARRISON, Ms. Mary 
2410 Lanes M111 Road 
Ham11 ton, OH 45013 

HARVEY. Mrs. Anne 
60 Brock Street 
Kitchener, Ontario 
Canada N2M I X3 

HAYAKAWA, Mrs. S. l. 
P.O. Box 100 
M111 Valley, CA 94941 

HEINEMANN, Ms. Sandra J. 
4180 Dolores Avenue 
Atascadero, CA 93422 

HEITMANN, Mr. and Mrs. Lavern 
Rt. I, Box 71 
Hardy, NB 68943 

HENES, Mr. Walter E. 
Southwest Colorado Seed Co. 
13260 County Road 29 
Dolores, CO 81323 

HENNINGSEN, Mrs. H. P. 
P.O. Box 554 
1893 Call e Arroya 
Diablo, CA 9452B 

HENRY FOUNOATION FOR BOTANICAL 
RESEARCH 

801 Stony Lane 
Gladwyne, PA 19041 

HILL, Mr. Ray 
Hilltop Horticare 
9180 Stephanie Lane 
Centervill e, OH 45459 

HIRAO, Dr. Shuichi 
3-14 .. 23 Yamanone 
Zush;, Kanagawa 
Japan 249 

HIXSON, Mr. Kenneth 
5440 Barger Drive 
Eugene, OR 97402 

HOITINK, Mr. and Mrs. Steve 
3016 East 14th Avenue 
Spokane, WA 99202 

HOLL, Mr. Earl A. 
8812 Nora Lane 
Indianapolis, IN 46240 

HOLMES, Ms. Wanda 
12406 Deertrack 
Austin, TX 78759 

HOLMGREN, Mr. Arthur H. 
1738 Country C1 ub Dr; ve 
L09an, UT B4321 

HOLMGREN, Dr. Noel H. 
New YorK Botanical Garden 
New York, NY 10458 

HUB8ARD, Dr. John P. 
2016 Valle Rio 
Santa Fe, Nil 87501 

HUGHES, Ms. Kittie L. 
P.O. 80x 1088 
Vandervoort. AR 71972 

JAEGER, Mrs. Arthur 
7015 N. Milwaukee River Pkwy. 
Milwaukee, WI 53209 

JOHNSON, Ms. Ma ry 
153 Flavel Street 
Astori a, OR 97103 

JOHNSON, Mrs. Nina M. 
Rt. 1, Box 325 
Sabinsville, PA 16943 

JONES, Mr. Loring M. 
1546 Borah Avenue 
Moscow, 10 83843 

J~RGENSEN, Arne KR 
Ki rkebjerg VEj 22 
5466 Asperup. Denmark 

KANE. Mrs. Paul A. 
1001 Mcilvaine Street 
San Antonio, TX 78201 

KAYS. Mr. W. Rayroond 
220 N. Stallard Street 
St111water, OK 74074 

KECK, Dr. Oavid D. 
3254 Britt Street 
Medford, OR 97501 

KESSEL, Mr. Ron W. 
2940 112th Avenue SE 
Auburn, WA 98002 

KINGWOOD CENTER 
900 Park. Avenue West 
Mansfield, OH 44906 

KIPPING, Mr. Theodore P. 
540 Me 1 ros~ Avenue 
San Francisco. CA 94127 

L1<GNERT, Mr. ·i.ektor Folke 
Lauritz Weisbull Vag 12 
S-22365 Lund, Sweden 

LAMBERT, Mr. John C. 
Mountain Fork River Arboretum 
Rt. 4, Box 665 
ffena AR 71953 

LANG, Ms. Magda 
325 East 57th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

LANGFORO, Mr. John L. 
Box 262 
Lak.e Montezuma. AZ 86342 

LARS~ON" Sven 
Starvagen 10 
S 18363 Taby, Sweden 
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LEITE. Mr. George 
G & N Nursery 
164 Panorami c Way 
Wal nut Creek, CA 94595 

LEVEL, Hrs. James C. 
13770 First Avenue HE 
Seattle, WA 98125 

LEVEN, Mr. Alexander J. 
2 Leighton Court 
Ounblane. Perthshi re 
Scotland, UK 

LEWIS. Mr. and Mrs. Clifford 
8238 Second Avenue HE 
Seattle, WA 98115 

LINDGREN, Dr. Oale T. 
District Specialist. Hort. 
University of Nebraska 
North Platte, N8 69101 

LOCKLEAR, Mr. James H. 
1936 Griffi th 
li nco 1 n, HB 68503 

LOOEWICK, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
2526 University Street 
Eugene. OR 97403 

LOEWER, Mr. H. Peter 
Cochecton Center. NY 12727 

LOWRY, Hrs. Ned J. 
14007 183rd Avenue SE 
Renton. WA 98056 

LUCAS, Mrs. Joseph E. 
250 Sa i nt Court 
Ri ch land, WA 99352 

LUCKHURST, Mr. Gerald L. 
Dept. of Landscape Arch. ,/~(J/' 
University of Massachusetts r,<' 
Amherst. MA 0100J..,-- ", __ ~'U' I':' 

~ ... ,"'MAC~~Ss~;:-;"ank Gf<".~, •. r>, I, ! ... ,'~'I .. ".',<.' 
i,' 36141 Hurlburt Road I' ", u;./' ii 
'I~,-' Corbett. OR 97019 _. ,~ ~"1'~)-, 'f} 

ERAN. Ms. Marg'arret"\ /\ t,/\,y,' 
4708 154th Place SE t 't~,l\~r">/ " 
Be 11 evue, WA 98006 \v~".·/ 

MADSEN, Mr. Ole 
Faborgvej 10 
OK5610 Assens. Denmark 

MAJORS. Hr. and Mrs. Marsha 11 
13175 Manzanita Road HE 
Bainbridge Island. WA 98110 

MANN, Mr. Donald H. 
The Forge Nurseries 
Church Road 
Rawreth, Wickford 
Essex SS1!88SH, England 

MANRING, Mr. and Mrs. Alvin 
122 North Argyle Place 
Seattle, WA 98103 

MARTIN, Dr. Louis G. 
19 Lansdowne Road 
To 1 edo, OH 43623 

MASLIN, Mr. T. Paul 
819 14th Street 
Boulder, CO 80302 

MASSACHUSEnS HORT. SOC I ETY 
Horticultural Hall 
300 Massachusetts Avenue 
Boston, MA 02115 

MAXWELL, W. 
Prior's Road 
Manbul k. Victoria 3793 
Austral ia 

McASKIN, Mr. William G. 
16182 Winchester 
Northvill e, MI 48167 

McBRIDE. Mrs. Lillian 
702 E. Longfell ow 
Spokan., WA 99207 

McCREADY, Mr. Howard A. 
1547 Monroe Street 
Red Bl uff, CA 96080 

McDO·~ALD, Mr. Elvin 
King Features 
225 East 45th Street 
New Yorio, NY 10017 

McDONOUGH. Mr. and Mrs. Mark 
4725 119th Avenue SE 
Be 11 evue, .A 98006 

\ 

Mcg~~~U:; ~~~. T. J. \( PA~~~~~H42~~h :~~n~~~\/rank 
Mc~l~~~wM;~~e~~ ~~ 95573 \"~~\~~:t~r~~rl~rn9~~~~ 

108 S. Westlink Drive George W. Park, Seed Co .• Inc. 
Wichita. KS 67209 Greenwood. SC 29647 

MEAD. Rev. J. Russell PARSON. Ms. Mary Elizabeth 
P.O. Box 130 Box 503 
El_od, NB 6B349 Sebastopol, CA 95472 

MEEM. Mr. Jam,s C. PEARSON, Ms. Judy l. 
P.O. Box 2526 Owlridge Alpines 
Santa Fe. NW87501 "Pl ant Nursery" 

METCALF. Prof. "Homer N. 5421 Whipple Lake Road 
Dept. of Plant & Soil Science Clarkston. MI 48016 
Montana State l)niversity PERSSON, Mr. Ejnar 
Bozeman. MT 59n7 3dje K,yrkva~sgrand 7 

MEYER, Mrs. Thirza 60210 Norrkoping. Sweden 
1431 Burroughs Street PETERS. Mr. Harry 
Oceanside. CA 92054 Totten Garden Center 

MEYERS, Mr. Bruce E. Ne Botani ca 1 Garden 
Rt. 1, Box 38B Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
White Salmon. WA 98672 PETERSON~ Mr. and Mrs. Ralsey 

MILLER. Mr. Blaine E. 16414 12th Avenue SW 
Spri ngs, PA 15562 Sea ttl e. WA 98166 

MILLER, Mr. Douglas R. PHILLIPS. Mrs. Patrick. B. 
511 Hexton Hi 11 Road 304 13th Avenue NW 
Silver Springs. MO 20904 Mandan. NO 58554 

MILLER, Mr. Horace P. PHILLIPS, Ms. Phoebe F. 
6010 North Canyon Drive L fbrarian 
Tucson, AZ 85704 Agricultural Technical Inst. 

MILLER. Mr. and Mrs. H. H. The Ohio State University 
21727 SE 20th Street Wooster. OH 44691 
Issaquah, WA 98027 PILl, Mrs. Alfred 

,'-'lILLER, Mr. and Mrs. James L. 12005 Elvin Place N£ 
P.O. Box 1331 Albuquerque, NM 87112 
Wrightwood, CA 92397 PIRONE, Dr. P. P. 

MISSOURI BOTANICAL GARDEN 1522 Dwight Place 
2315 Tower Grove Avenue Bronx. NY 10465 
St. LouiS. Me 63110 POLLARD, Dr. and Mrs. Barry 

MODIC, Mrs. Madalene 4702 West Lawnview Drive 
2539 Wexford Bayne Road Pittsburgh. PA 15227 
SewiCKley. PA 15143 POLLARD. Dr. leonard H. 

MONTREAL BOTANICAL GAROEN 630 N. 2nd Street 
LIBRARY Logan, UT 84321 

4101 East Sherbrooke Street POWELL, Mr. Jae 
Montrea 1. Quebec 12486 Jacaranda Avenue 
Canada HIX 2B2 Chino. CA 91710 

MOODIE. Mrs. J. F. PRAETZ-FRY, Mrs. Susan E. 
3005 84th SE 2272 South Gilpin r ",,~er<;"~r "I~,land~,.J"A~,913:Q4' Denver. CO 80210 

f 80~ Oak 1 and Avenue j /l~, t·,,,,, Rt. 1. Box 13 
MOOR£, Ml ~~ 'fllI'en ¥'" .. , , i" ,PRElTAUER, Mrs. Stanley 

l,.. Madison. WI 53711 (l Gothenburg. NB 69138 
, PRICE. Mrs. Gary 

NEGISHII'~' Mr." Hachiro 
Tomo Institute of 

Aboriculture 
Kido 526 

Tatebayashi. 374 Japan 
NICHOLLS, ~lr. Graham 

29 Harrington Avenue 
Bristol BS14 8JV England 

NICKELL. Miss Judy 
3817 Calle Del Monte NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87110 

NISBET. Mrs. Gladys 
Box 394 
Cave Creek. AZ 85331 

NORDBERG. Dr. Sven 
Tempel 9 13B 
10300 Karis, Finland 

NORRIS. Mr. Gerald B. 
549 W. Walnut Street 
Painesville. OH 44077 

OLINSKY, Mr. Marvin 
6733 Springboro ?ike 
Dayton. OH 45449 

OLTHOF, Ms. Pauline J. 
179-954 16th Avenue NE 
Calgary, Alherta 

~'~OS~~~~~na-·-'~:::··~ 
1325 Wagon ira i lOr; ve , l 
Jacksonville. OR 97530 ' J 

f 
i'· 
t't 

~~~~l1-Ft:LL~_~"~~'J" 

403 Nos 1 et Street 
Klamath Falls, OR 97601 

PRIEST, Mr. _1 
R.R. 1 
Peru. IA 50222 

PUGH. Mrs. Herbert J. 
Rt. 2. Box 240 
Bumpass. VA 23024 

fW.t'!, Mrs. Oieto1f 
3538 Hamstead Court 
Durham, NC 27707 

RENTON. Mrs. A. P. 
7160 North Fork Road SE 
Snoqualmie, WA 98065 

REYNOLDS. Dr. Howard C. 
Fort Hays KS State College 
Hays, KS 67601 

RONNHEDEN. Mr. Sigvard 
Sggvagen 1 
3t'l42 Karlskrons. Sweden 

ROUNTREE, Mr. John J. 
6514 Elmh;rst Drive 
Falls Church. VA 22043 

ROYAL BOTANICAL GAROENS 
LIBRARY 

P.O. Box 399 
Hamil ton, Canada L8N 3H8 

SCHLICHENMAYER, Ms. I>:ichielle 
Seh 1; chenrnayer Nursery 
4990 r~cIfltj .. re 
Golden, CO 30401 
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SCHMIDT. Mrs. Marjorie G. 
Box 32.8 
Hayfork. CA 96041 

SCHOOLEY. Mrs. El mer 
Rt. 1, Box 245 
Roswell, NM BB201 

SCROGGINS. Dr. John B. 
1002 Call ege Avenue SW 
Lenoir. NC 28645 

SHBA. Mrs. Henry 
Box 251 
Cook, NB 68329 

SEIBERT. Hr. Mi 1 ton L. 
1929 Kilkare Road 
Sunol, CA '94586 

SHISHIDO. Mr. Katsuhiro 
Shishi do's Nursery 
3 Wari ish; Niwasaka 
Fukushima-C; ty. Fukushima-PREF. 
Japan 

SIGURDSON, Mrs. L. S. 
Box 267 
Ethridge, MT 59435 

Str4lN. Mrs. Judy 
Wa 1 nut Ri dge Farm 
253 Ri dgev; ew Road 
Sarver, PA 16055 

SIRKETT. Mr. John S. 
Carnvi ew. Lanner. Redruth 
Cornwell TR16 SOA, England 

SJUlIN. Mr. Lawrence P. 
Inter-state Nurseries. Inc. 
504 East Street 
Hamburg. JA 51640 

SNYDER, Ms. Helen M. 
628 Cadmus Court 
Teaneck, NJ 07666 

SNYDER, Mi ss Rachel 
4200 Oxford Road 
Prairie Village. KS 56208 

SOMERSET COUNTY PARK COM. 
Att: Mr. Carl 101, Suk 
Chief Harti cul turi s t 
P.O. Box 837 
Somerville. NJ 08876 

SPAHR, Ms. Linda 
SZ4 C Street 
Davis. CA 95616 

SPILLER. Mrs. -Carol ioe C. 
Box 476 ' 
Kentfield. CA 94904 

STENPORT, Hr. 8en9t 
Akervagen 69 
5-122 3S Enskede 
Stockholm. Sweden 

5TEPANKOVA, ~lrs. Vera 
509·01 Nova PaKa 
1322 Czechoslovakia 

STEWARD. Mr. and Mrs. Ellery C. 
P.O. Box 503 
Eureka. MT 59917 

STEWARD. Mr. and Mrs. Orville 
P.O. Box 33 
Plymouth, VT 05056 

STIREMAN. Mr. John 0., Jr. 
9657 Poppy Lane 
Sandy, UT 84070 

STIVERSON. Mrs. Wi 11 i am Ie 
1722 Austin Street 
Portland. TX 78374 

STONER. Mrs. Loyd 
401 S. Mertdian 
Plainville. KS 67663 

STORM. Mr. and Mrs. Lowell A. 
Chugwater, WY 82210 

STUBBENDIECK, Dr. James 
Dept. of A.gronorny 
University of Nebraska 
lincoln, NB 68583-0915 

SVENSSON, Ms. Eva 
Magnegatan 20 
S-195 00 Marsta 
Mars ta 1 Sweden 

SWEGER, 1~s. Blanche M. 
3844 Oavi s Creek Road NE 
Silverton, OR 97381 



SWIFT, Mr. Dean E. 
P.O. Box B 
Jaroso, CO Bl138 

TAYLOR, Mr . and Mrs. James E. 
52 Eastwood Orive 
Hutchinson, KS 67501 

TEBBRETT, Mrs. Stephani e 
751 Endfield Way 
Hillsborough, CA 94010 

TERRELL , Mrs. Arthur P. 
510 Shadywood Drive 
Houston, TX 77057 

THOMSEN, Mr. Hugo 
Ki rkeg,de 60 
DK.7430 Ik,st, o.runark 

THURMAN, Mr . Charles M. 
Silvag1en 
Rt . I , Box 31B 
Mead, WA 99021 

TOBEY, Mrs. Mari on 
1524 Ridge Road 
Lans i ng, NY 14882 

TOHSOVIC, Hrs. Rita 
Rt. 5, Box 205 
Waupaca , WI 54981 

TURCOTIE, Hs. Brigitte 
476 Caus; "eau 
Lava 1. Quebec 
Canada H7G3Kl 

VANDERPOEL, Hr. and Hrs. Waid R. 
232 Apple Tree Lane 
Barrington. IL 60010 

VAN GELDER, Hr . Enno 
416 Hilltop Road 
Bri stol, TN 37620 

VIEHMEYER, Mrs. Glenn 
218 S. Pomeroy 
Burl i ngton, CO 8OB07 

VINCENT , Hr . Irving 
Box 651 
320 East Butte Avenue 
Florence, AZ 85232 

WADDELL, Mr. and Mrs. P. G. 
916 Harvard E. 
Seattle, WA 98102 

WALKER, Mr. John H. 
Kingsbroom 
Sutton Val enee 
Kent. England 

WALSH, Mr. and Mrs . George A. 
Days tar Nursery 
RFD *2 
Litchfield, ME 04350 

WEDDLE, Mr. Charles 
Weddle Plant Researcn Laboratory 
3589 G Road 
Palisade, CO 81526 

EXCHANGES AND LIBRARY GIFTS 

WEEDON, Dr. Ronald R. 
Curator of the Herbarium 
Department of Biology 
Chadron State College 
Chadron, NB 69337 

WEINSTEIN, Hs. Gail 
Denver Botanic Gardens 
909 York Street 
Denver, CO 80206 

WELLMAN , Mr. Ron 
177 Crescent Avenue 
San Francisco. CA 94110 

WICKENS, Mrs . Ruth L. 
714 Markwood Drive 
Duneanvill e, TX 75116 

WILLIAMS. Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey 
891 Baycrest Dr . 
N. Vancouver, B.C . 
Canada V7G IN7 

WILSON, Mrs. Walter 
Rt. I 
Luck, WI 54B53 

WILT, Mrs. Alan 
Route 6, 3736 US 35 SE 
Washington Court House, OH 43160 

WITT, Hrs. J. A. 
16516 25th Street NE 
Seatt", WA 98155 

WOODLAND, Dr. Oenn is W. 
Dept. of Biology 
Andrews University 
Berrien Springs, MI 49104 

YINGLING, George L. 
399 ehe 1 t enham Ori ve 
Dayton, OH 45459 

ZETTERLUND, Mr. Henri k 
Car1 Skottsberg's Gata 22 
S-41319 Gothenburg, Sweden 

MISSOURI BOTANICAL GARDEN, 2315 Tower Grove Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63110 
USDA NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL LIBRARY, Current Serial Record, Beltsville, MD 20705 
THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, Exchange and Gift Division, Washington, DC 20540 
ALBERT R. MANN LIBRARY. Acquisit i ons Division , Cornen University. Ithaca, NY 14853 
D. H. HILL LIBRARY, ACQ DePt. GX, Ne State University, P.O. Box 5007, Raleigh, NC 27650·5007 
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AMERICAN ROCK GARDEN SOCIETY 

offers 
QUARTERLY BULLETIN - SEED EXCHANGE 
COWRED SLIDE LIBRARY - BOOK LIBRARY 

NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND CHAPTER MEETINOS 

leaturlng 

/ 

STUDY WEEKEND, Pl-ANT SHOWS, OARDEN TOURS, 
PLANT AND BOOK SALES 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSIIIP $9 : FAMILY MEMBERSIIIP .$10 

apply to 

'rhe Secret ary : Mr. Norman Si nger 
Norfolk Road , South Sandisfiel d , Mas s 01255 

PENSTEMON 

3589 G. RCYD 
P.£1L.ISPCE,COLO. 815-:J3 

:3J3/'+6'-t-55'-t9 

PLANTS 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 

1570 PACHECO ST., SANTA FE, NM 87501 

PENSTEMON 

CATALOG $1. 00 
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PENSTEMON 
'MARSHALL HYBRIDS' 
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